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PREFACE. 



THE prefent fruatiomof the diflent- 
ing intcreft makes any apology for 
this addrefs fuperfluous. If the author 
be blamed for refledting on the church of 
England, when he can plead no particular 
provocation for it; let it be confidered, 
that this has been done only indireRly^ and 
when his fubjedt unavoidably led to iti 
As the addrefs is diredled toZ)/^///^rj:only; 
the members of the eftabliihed church have 
no buQnefs with it ; and if thejr never look 
into what is not addreffed to them, or ia- 
tended for their infpcdtion, no offence can 
be taken. 

If, on looking into this performance, they 

do not find it to be written in the tame and 

humble ftile of an apologijt^ they Ihould 

confider that the writer does not think there 
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ir The P R E F A C E. 

is any thing in the principles of the diflen- 
ters as fuch, fo palpably open to objedion, 
as to require an apology. 

The things that feem to want an apology 
are the doftrines of original fin, predcfti- 
natioD, trinity in unity, fatisfadtion by vica- 
rious punifhments, &c. a hierarchy, confift-* 
ing of perfonswith names and powers al- 
together unknown in the New Teftament ; 
ccclefiaRical perfons, as fuch, invefted with 
•civil power, contrary to the very genius of 
the religion of Jefus Chrift, whofe kingdom 
was not of this world ; and civil officers 
^fTuming a power to decide concerning ar- 
ticles of faith ; fubfcriptions to creeds of 
human compofuion ; the impofition of ce- 
remonies by the authority of men, in a 
church, of which Chrift alone is the head; 
and the abfolutc enjoining of rites, which 
arc the remains and badges of popifti fu- 
perflition j fuch as the wearing of a furplice, 
the fign of the crofs, with god-fathers and 
god-mothers in baptifm; confirmation by 
the impofition of the hands of a bifhop; 
wheeling about to the caft, arxl bowing 
at the name of J ejus (as if it was a 
mere found that was worfliipped) and the 
enjoining of the pofture of kneeling at 

the 
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th-e Iord*s fupper, &c. &c. &c. Such as 
ihefe are the things that look as if they 
Wanted fome apology \ for, certainly, their 
reafonablenefs is far from being evident at 
firft fight. 

Ifitbeafked, why, in the firft Edition 
of this Pamphlet^ I chofe to conceal my 
name, I anfwer it was not becaufe I was ap- 
prehenfive of making my felf obnoxious to 
the members of the church of England* 
If they underftand me right, they will per- 
ceive that my intentions towards them are 
far from being unfriendly; and if they un- 
derftand me wrong, and put an unfair and 
uncandid conftrudion upon what I have 
written;. 1 truft that, with a good meaning, 
and in a good caufe, I Ihall never be over- 
awed by the fear of any thing that men may. 
Mnk of me, or do to me. 

Neither was it becaufe I was apprehen- 
five of giving offence, either to the minijiers^ 
or to the people among the diffenters, be- 
caufe I have fpoken with equal freedom to 
both ; but, in reality, becaufe I was unwil- 
ling to lefltn the weight of my obfervations* 
and advice, by any rcfledtions that mighL 
be made on the perfon from whom they 
came,. An anonymous author is like the- 
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abftraft idea of a man, which may be con- 
ceived to be as perfeft as the imagination of 
the reader can make it. 

This Addrefs however, has been fo long 
known to be mine, that in this third ediiiun, 
I prefix my name to it. 

If any perfon, who is not a difllntcr, 
Ihould take it into his head, that by reading 
this Addrefs, he will become poffefled of a 
great fecret, and be acquainted with the 
real fentimcnts and views of the diflenters, 
as a body, he will deceive himfelf. Dif- 
fcnter as fucb have nothing in common 
but a diffcnt from the eftablilhed church; 
and it by no means follows th:U they, there- 
fore, agree in any thing elfe. The majority 
©f the diffenters will be more offended at 
this performance than any member of the 
church of England ; and even that part of 
thediffenters to whom it is more particularly 
addreflcd will be far from being univcrfally 
plcafed with it:. , The author is a fingle per- 
fon, who writes without the concurrence of 
any other perfon whatever, and is therefore 
anfwerable only for his own private fenti- 
ments and conduA. 

If it be faid that this addrefs was writ- 
ten purpofcly to gain converts from the 

church 
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church of England; though in an indireft 
m.mner, the author can only reply by fay- 
ing, that he really had no fuch views or 
expeftations. At the fame time, he would 
have no objecfbion to acknowledge it, if 
that had been either a primary, or a fe- 
condary objed in this publication. It is 
certainly no crime in a man to write in de- 
fence of what he thinks to be a goodcaufe, 
or to endeavour to gain converts to it from 
what he thinks to be a bad one. 

He, no doubt, like the reft of mankind, 
iinccrely wifhes that other perfons would 
en er into his views, and adopt his fenci- 
meats; but having no dragoons to employ 
for this purpofe, and no a6ls of parliament 
to fecond him, he muft be content to do 
what he can by the help of reafon and ar- 
gument alone; and thefe fpiritual weapons, 
are by no means Co certain in their efFefts 
on the tnindsy as carnal weapons are on the 
bodies of men; {6 that no perfon need be 
apprehenfive^ efpecially in this age, in 
which riches, fafliion, and power have 
fuch influence, of any great execution 
being done, or any great changes being 
brought about by books only, which few 
perfons read, and fewer regard. 

Though 
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Though t?his Addrefs was certainly writ- 
ten with a fcrious defire to make diffenters 
think, and aft in a manner worthy jof their 
profeflion ; it is not, however, any part of 
the author's intention to revive the fpirit 
of 2L party *i except, primarily, fo far as the 
party has religioHy that is, the interefts of its 
members in another world, for its objeft ; 
and, fecondarily, fo far as the intereft of 
this particular party, in civil matters^ is 
the intereft of the whole fociety of which 
I hey are members; having for its objeft 
the caufe of liberty^ and all the valuable 
rights of Engliflimen. 

The author of this work is not much 
concerned about the civil ^privileges of the 
diffenters as fuch, and as a fcparate body 
in the ftate; but he moft earneftly wifhes 
that their liberal and generous views, with 
refpeft to civil and religious liberty, may 
be fo fully imbibed by themfelves, and fo 
far diffufed among others, as that all their 
countrymen, without excepting their moft 
violent enemies, may reap the benefit of 
them. This performance is certainly in- 
tended to make one particular part of the 
commonwealth more refpcftablej. bucthia 
part is of fach a nature, that the author 

conceives 
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conceives that the neceffary confequence 
pf their being more refpeftable would be 
a great increafe of glory to hi3 country 
at large, from which that part would de- 
rive no particular advantage, except the 
honour of having contributed to it. 

If the author appear to wifh for a far- 
tiicr reformation in the eftablifhed church, 
it is with no interefted views, derived from 
his expectation of a comprchcnfion of the 
diflenters in it. Were he himfelf per- 
mitted to new model theecclefiaflicalefta- 
blifhmcnt of his country, he would do it 
according to hisbeft judgment, and ac- 
cording to his prefent ideas of perfeftion 
in things of that nature ; but he would not 
be a member of it himfelffo long as it was 
^naiional ejiahlijhmehi'y becaufe he thinks 
it is more for the intereft of chriftianity,, 
that particular focieties of chriftians ihould 
be as free and independent as private per- 
fons. He does not apprehend that any 
greater inconvenience would arife front 
unbounded liberty being given to every 
man to think and aft for himfelf in aU 
matters of religion, than there is found to 
arife from the fame liberty with refpeft to 
medicine* It appears to Uim that Individ 

dual& 
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iluals would provide better for themfelvcs, 
in both thefc refpefts, than their civil 
governors ever have done, are difpofed, or 
are able, to do for them. 

To dijfenurs the author recommends a 
candid and ferious atteniion to the fubjeft 
of this addrefs. He was very ferious in 
Wiitingit, an4 will rtjoice exceedingly if 
it have any good effeft on ever fo few of 
the members of that body to which he be- 
longs. Gladly would he contribute t3 
render them in any degree more relpe&ablc 
as men^ as Englijhmeji^ and as cbriftians^, 
that, unfettered as ihty are by any laws, but 
throfe of their one only majiery even Chrifiy 
ihey may exhibit a Ipecimen of a truly 
chriftian temper and conduft, by joining 
the religious zeal of their anceftors to their 
own enlarged views, and liberal fentiments^ 
• things which are fo far from being incom- 
•patifie, that they have, naturally the clofett 
condlrxion. 

Ear^neftly does he wifli that miniJlerSy be- 
ing free from the impolitions of men, 
would apply with more afliduity to the 
faithful and chearful difcharge of their pro- 
per duty, in enlightening the minds, and 
improving the hearts and the condudt of 

their 
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their hearers; fetting them an example 
of unbounded confidence in divme provi- 
dence, under the circumftancesof afcanty 
and precarious provifion, of a confcien- 
tious and fearlefs integrity in afTerting the 
truth as it is in Jefus^ of a generous con- 
tempt of the pleafures and pains of this 
life, when they tend to lead men from the 
path of their duty; and, univerfally, of^ 
the prevailing influence of thofe confide- 
rations which are drawn from thofe cha- 
rafter, as citizens of beaveity over thofe 
"which refult from their interefl: in this tran- 
fitory world. Earneftly, alfo, does he 
wifh that the people may ht duly influenced 
by fuch examples, and infl:ru6Hons ; that, 
though they are more engaged in the bufi- 
jiefs and commerce ot this world, tbey 
may not lofe fight of their relation to an- 
other. 

May minifters and people jointly ftreng- 
then each others hands in the great work 
of reformation, and bear a noble tefti- 
mony againft all antichriftian errors and 
fuperftition. Inflead of being difcouraged 
by the reproaches and hardfliips to which 
their profeffion expofes them, may they 
rather rejoice that they are counted worthy 
to Jufferjbame in fo glorious a caufe* By 

3 their 
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their peaceable and inofFenfive behaviour 
may prove themfelves worthy of the pro- 
teftion of the civil government, how much 
foever they may difapprove of the maxims, 
or the adminiftration of it. May they ex- 
cite the honcft emulation of the members 
of the eftablifhed church, and of chriftians 
of every other denomination; by their zeal 
to promote all kinds of ufeful knowledge, 
by their attention to the advancement of 
the beft interefts of fociery, and by their 
exemplary care to underftand their reli- 
gion, and to live according to the rules of 
iti that, whatever treatment they may 
meet with in the world, they may fecure 
the approbation of the great judge of 
hearts and aftions, and, at leaft, dejerve 
V)ell of their country and of mankind. 

N.B. This Preface, except the Paragraph 
Page 5, is vvrittcn in the third per/on^ be- 
caufc the Addrcfs was original anonymous. 
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My Chriftian Brethren, 

T AM a Proteftant Diffenter, I glory in 
-^ the name, and-ic is with a view to ren- 
der you, in general more fcnfible of its 
dignity, and importance, that I take the 
liberty to mike this free addrefs to you. 
Sorrv I am, from a regard to the interefts 
of truth and liberty, to lee the zeal of many 
to cool in fo noble a caufe, for which our 
heroic anceftors facrificed fo much; when 
the reafons for our difleni are fo far from 
having been Icffened, in number or weight, 
in thcinterval between their timesandours, 
that, in proportion to the improvements 
in religious knowledge, thefe reafons have 
been greatly multiplied, and continue to 
grow in number aiid ftrengch every day* 
Yet, paradoxical as it may appear, thofc 
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of us, who have theftr growing reafons to be 
fatisficd with this caufe of truth and liber- 
ty, are generally lefs ftiongly attached to 
it, and more eafily and frequently defert 
it, than thofe whofc opinions are fuch, that 
they have lefs reafon than ever to feparate 
from the eftablilhed church. It is to the 
former clafs of diffenters, therefore, that 
I would be underftood to addrefs myfelf 
in a more particular manner, and I beg 
nothing more, my brethren, than your 
candid attention, while I argue this mat- 
ter with you, confidering you both in a 
religious and a civil capacity. I promife 
you I will take up as little of your time as 
I can help, and ufe as fe^ words as pofli- 
ble, to make you fully fcnfible of what I 
have to propofe to your confideration. 
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S EC T I O N L 

Of the Importance of I he Dijenting Inter efi^ 
with Rejpecl to Religion. 

TF I confiderthe fubjedof ourdiflent as 
•*• a matter purely rdigious^ I cannot help 
thinking itof theutmoft importance, even 
to the caufe of chriftianity in general. 
That grofs corruptions have been intro- 
duced into this moft excellent fcheme of-., 
religion, corruptions which began very ear- 
lyl and which have been confirmed by 
long continuance, corruptions which to- 
tally disfigure it, anddereat the principal 
ends of its inftitution, 'is a lamentable 
truth, univerfally acknowledged by pro- 
tellants. If chriftianity itfeltV therefore, 
be of importance, it muft be of im* 
portance to free it from thefe corrup- 
tions : for whether it be better for men 
to be chriftians at al), or to continue pa* 
pifts, is very problematical, and a quef- 
tion which many fenfible perfons would 
not hefitate to determine in the negative^ 
But to whom are we to look for the aii- 
vancement of this neceflary work of refor- 
mation from the errors and abufes of po- 
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pery? I anfwer, without hefitation, it is 
to dijfenters only, of whatever denortiina- 
tion, in every chriftian country. 

Can it be fuppofed that the princes of 
this world, or mire ftatefmen^ who arc the 
perfons that ereft or model, according to 
their pleafure, all ecclefiaftical eftablifh- 
ments, will ever have this bufinefs at heart ; 
or that, if they (hould undertake it, they 
are duly qualified for the conduft of it ? 
It cannot beexpcdted that religion fhould 
ever be a primary objedt with civil gover- 
nors. They may malce ufe of it as an en- 
gine of date policy, to promote their owp 
fecular ends ; but, in general, they are too 
much men of this worlds to concern them- 
felves about a fcheme, the great objeft of 
which is a world to come; and, provided 
religion give them no great interruption 
in their plans of civil policy, it cannot be 
thought that they will ever voluntarily 
promote any reformation in it. - 

Their intereft is, generally, beftanfwer- 
edbythc quiet continuance of all things 
of this nature, which are foreign to their 
immediate province, in the condition in 
which they are, and have been, let that 
condition be ever fo wretched; and they 
are ready to take the alarm at every thing 

that 
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that may hazard their tranquility, or cre- 
ate difturbance in the ftate : and reforma- 
tion in religion, efpecially when it has becq 
violently attempted, and when corruptions 
and abufes (by means ofthe injudicious 
jnterpofition of government) have been 
confirmed by long continuance, is known 
to have this tendency. 

I feemed to lament that the princes* of 
this world are not difpofed to concern 
themfelves about reformation in religion 1 
but, indeed, it is rather a happinefs that 
the*y are not. For all thefervice they can 
do to religion is not to intermeddle with it 
at all, fo as to interrupt the reformations 
which might, take place in it from naturgl 
and proper caufes ; and for this negative' 
nffijiance the friends of religion would think 
themfelves under the greatcft obligation ta 
tivil government., 

* Civil power is a very improper engine 
to be employed in a work of this nature; 
and, whenever employed, can hardly 
fail to defeat its end. Wherever opinion 
is concerned ; force of all kinds and all 
motives oUntereJi (both of which will ever 
accompany the civil maglftrate) ought to be 
removed to the greateft diflancej and' 
fpontaneous, difinterefted, and calm rea^ 
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foninghave the field entirely toherfclf. Jc- 
fus Chrift and his apoftles afked no aid oi 
the civil powers, nor gave the moft diflant 
hint of their defireof any alliance with them* 
Non tali auxilio^ nee defenjoribus iftis 

VlRGlL# 

The kingdom of Chrift is not reprefent- 
cd by any part of the metalic image of 
king Nebuchadnezzar, which denoted all 
the empires of this world ; but is the lii^ 
tie fione cut out of the mountain witboui 
hands. It is a thing quite foreign to the 
the image, and will at laft fall upon it, and 
deftroy all ihe remains of it. All that 
true chriftianity wiflies, is to be unmo- 
kfted by the kings and rulers of the earth, 
but it can never fubmit to their regulations. 
No , chriftian prince before the Reforma- 
tion ever interfered in the bufinefs of religi- 
on without eftablifhing the abufes which 
had crept into it ; and all that chriftian* 
princes have done fince the Reformation, 
has tended to retard that great work; and 
to them, and their interference it is mani- 
feftly owing, that it is no farther advanc- 
ed at this day. 

There needs to be no greater evidence of 
this, with rcfpeft to England,than a compa- 
nifi^i between the reformation propQfed by 

WicklifFe, 
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WicklifFe, fo early as the year 1460, and 
the church pf England as by law eftablifh- 
ed, from the year 1559, in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, to the prefent year 176.9,* 
and as it will probably continue fo long as 
our civil and ecclefiaftical governors flbtall 
be able to maintain it, in its prefent in> 
perfeft ftate, notwithftanding thcrincreaf- 
ing light of the age. 

WicklifFe admitted of no more than two 
degrees in the minifterial office, viz. dea-^ 
cons^ and prejbyters^ or bijhops. *' Thefe 
*^ two,'* fays he, '* were known in Paul's 
" time, and the others are the invention of 
^^ imperious pride." The church of Eng- 
land has archbijheps^ bijhops^ archdeacons^ 
deans, canons, prebendaries, &cc. &c. &c. 
Wickliffe fays* that " civil governn^enc 
*^ Ihould not be committed to th^ clergy/' 
We fufler the feat of all the bifhops in the 
higheft houfe of parliament, and give 
them power in ecclefiaftical courts i in which 
they have cognizance of civil matters^ 
and in which punilhments are inflided 
that afFeft the perfohs, liberties, and for- 
• tunes of Britifh fubjefts ; though the pro- 
ceedings are contrary to thofe which are 

* When the firft edition of this addrefs was 
p.abliihed« 
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8 A Free Address 

in ufc in the civil courts, and repugnant 
to the free conftitution of this govern- 
ment. 

Wickliffe would have abolifhed all ce- 
remonies in religion not prefcribed in the 
fcriptures. He fays that " confirmation, 
giving orders, and the confccration of 
places were referved to the pope and bi- 
fhops for the fake of temporal gain and 
** honour; that itis not lawful for a chrif- 
•• tian^ after the full publication of the 
^''law of Chrift, to devife, himfelf, 
** any other laws for the government of the 
*^ church i" and he condemns a fet of pre-, 
(bribed forms of prayer, as derogatory from 
the liberty God had given them. How 
confonant» in every article, is all this to 
reafon, chriftianity, and good fenfes but 
how oppoGte to this, in every article, are 
the maxims of the church of England, as 
by law eftablifhed. 

Had not our civil governors (among 
whom, let it be obferved, I include the 
bilhops, and all the members of the hier- 
archy) taken the alarm, and oppofed the 
attempts of Wickliffe and his parti.zans, 
there is no doubt, but that a reformation 
would fptcdily have taken place upon his 
enlarged plan, Andfince, without the in^ 

terfcrence 
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terference of the civil magiftrate, he himfelf 
could not have formed any other eftablilh- 
mcnr, more light would have continued 
to be thrown upon religious fubjeftsi and 
not only would the dij'cipline^ but the do€^ 
trines of the church, have been reformed 
more and more. Whereas, fuch have 
been the efFefts of the interference of 
the civil magiftrate in the religion of 
this country, thas, inftead of feeing things 
in this glorious train, all that has been ef- 
fefted thitherto, is a miferable compro- 
mife between popery, arKi the imperfeft 
plan of reformation propofed by Wick- 
iiflfe. 

If the errors and abufes which Wick- 
lifFe difcovered have not yet been reform- 
ed, how can we expert a reformation of 
thofe errors which he never fufpe6led> but 
which he retained,, as the moft facred of 
all truths, and which he woiridhave been 
fhocked ta have heard called in qtieftion ? 
And yet, I have heard of no chriftain 
eftabli(hment in Europe, in which the 
groffcft corruptions of the moft fundamen- 
tal dodtrinesof the gofpel are not retained; 
corruptions which entirely pervert the 
whole fcheme, and are fo repugnant to our 
natural notions of God and virtue, that. 
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fo long as they are known to be maintai 
ed by chriftiansin general, andconfider 
as efltntial parts of tlie fcheme of chril 
anity, they muft neceffarily prove an in 
.perable obftacle to its propagation in I 
worid, and efpecially lo the converfion 
the Jews and Mohammedans. 

With them the bf lief of the divine u. 
ty is, and indeed iuftly, a fundamen 
article of faith. This is alfo the ch 

. doftrinc both of the Old and New Tef 
mentj but, not being the faith of) 
generality of thofe who pretend to deri 

.their religion from them, a//chrifl:ians i 
unavoidably confidered by them as gui 

, of psiytbeijm and idctatry. And who i 
acquit them of the charges, fo long as tl 
profefs to pay divine honours, to threep 
/o»!t and addrefs their moft folemn pr 
crs, not to one God the Father, but to l 
ther. Son and Holy Ghji ? Many ot 
corruptions mic^ht be mentioned conne 
ed v.ith this, which altogether, make 

-whole fyltem of modern chriftianitv 
iikc the chriftiiinity of the New tcl 
nient, than it is to the rdigion of 
Brachmans oflndoaan. 

\'vhat I am faying is, perhips, no n^ 
even lo [he generality of the member 
.4 
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the eftablifhed church. Many of them 
jT^^and lament the wretched ftate of things 
among them; and fome of the clergy 
have, now and then, the courage to pro^ 
pofe a reformation ; but fo long as the civil 
power continues to be the fupreme head of 
this church, the firft effedttial motion muft 
come from thence; and till there be fome 
Jiate necejfity for letting about a reforma- 
tion, the remonftrancesof a thoufandr4i»^*4 
difquijitors^ followed by as mdiny confeffion^ 
altjlsy will fignify b>ut little. 

This Jlate necejfity^ which alone can 
make oOr civil governors think of a refor- 
mation, muft arife from ths difficulty of 
carrying on the bufinefs of our prefenc po- 
liticoecclejiajiical conjiitution without it. 
And fo long as the laity are content with 
their clergy, and xhtiv Jiatute duiy, and 
fo long as clergymen can be found, who 
are content to do this duty, and are fatif- 
fied with the terms on which they are re- 
quired to do it (and without which they 
cannot receive the r^w^r^. for doing it) it 
is very unlikely that the houfes of parlia- 
ment, who have bufinefs enough, of other 
kinds, upon their hands, will ever take 
this affair into confideration, 

B6 In 
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In order to engage their attention to 
thisfubjeft, therefore, both the clergy and 
the laity muft a£f^ as well as/i&/»^and write. 
The laity mu9idi[fenty and quit thofe places 
of worfliip in which they are convinced that 
divine fervicc is no: conduced according 
to truly chriftian principles; and the cler- 
gy nnult throw up the preferments which 
they received, and which they, therefore, 
Jbold upon their folemnly declared affenc 
-^o doftrines which they difbelieve, and 
upon their approbation of a ritual whiciv 
they diflike. 

Should either of th(fe two events hap- 
pen (both of which, however, are, to the 
laft degree improbable) that the laiiy, 
in general, fhould be fo far enlightened, 
as to fee the errors of the cdablilhed 
religion, and at the fame time foftrift- 
ly confcientious, as to think it their duty 
not to give any countenance to thofe cor- 
ruptions of chriftianity, by their prefence 
at the fervice, and their concurrence in it; 
or fhould the generality of the clergy, for 
the famejuftreafons, relinquifh their pre- 
ferments, to teach a purer religion^ with- 
outexpedting their recompencc from man j 
the king of England, and the two houfea 
of parliament, would fee it to be high 

time 
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time to attend to this fubjeft, and a refor- 
mation of the greateft abufes, at leaft, 
would immediately take place. 

But my bufmefs is not with the eftahlijh^ 
ed church. I thank God, the caufe I am 
pleading is not quite fo hopelefs. I have 
not to do with fettered churchmen, but 
'with^r^^ dijfenlers; and it is, confefledly, 
.not fo dilBcult to pef fuade men to conti- 
nue as they are, as to engage them to 
change their fituatioh, 
• While there are diflenters from civil 
eftablilhments of religion i that is, while 
there are men who are not hired, and who 
do not lie under any temptation, toprofti- 
tute their confciences in the fupport of 
falfehood, there will be freedom of enqui- 
ry, unchecked by the apprehenfion of con- 
fequences; freedom of enquiry will pro- 
duce its natural offspring, truth; and truth 
has charms, that require only to be feen 
and known, in order to recommend itfelf 
to the acceptance of all mankind. Dark- 
Jiefs and prejudicecannot always involve 
the minds of men ; and if truth once begin 
to dawn upon them, it will be as the 
morning lighf, which Jhineih more and more 
unto the ferfeil day. 

Learn, then, my proteftant diflcnting 

brethren 
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brethren, to regard your fituation with 
refpedt; when you confider, that among 
you alone, in this country, is the woifliip 
of the only living and true God known, 
andthepurity of the chriftian doftrine and 
difcipline exhibited. Errors, no doubr, 
and perhaps great ones too, ftill remain 
among the molt enlightened of us, but we 
have no reafon to be alarmed at the fufpi- 
cion. We are at liberty to make the moft 
rigid fcrutiny into the foundation of our 
religious principles. We may inftantly 
reftify what we find amifs, and may, with- 
out reftraint, ufe our endeavours to en- 
lighten the minds of others. We have fub- 
fcribcd to no fyftems, or articles of faith, 
and therefore have no formal recantation 
to make upon the occafion. We enjoy no 
emoluments in confcqucnce of our affent 
to any religious opinions or praftices; 
and, therefore, are under no temptation 
to equivocate with our confciences (which 
are, apt to prove intraftablc, and are fel- 
dom ptrfeftly eafy under that kind of 
treatment) to avoid the difagrce.tble alter- 
native of giving up a church living, v. hen 
we aie convinced thacthed-.ftrines we have 
fubfciibed to, upon our indufcicn in o it 
arc crrcncuuf, and that the difcipline v/e 

have 
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fiave conformed to, is inexpedient, or dan- 
gerous. 

This laft circumftance, I am fenfible, 
chiefly affefts tninifters\ but if you, gen- 
•tlemen of the laity among diflenters, think 
ypurfelves unconcerned in ir, you arc 
greatly miftaken. Being men of a liberal 
turn of mind in ofher refpefts, condemn- 
ing no man for his religious opinions, and 
being fully fatisfied that honeft men of all 
profefTions, cannot but ftand well in the 
favour of their rtiaker, you are apt to pur- 
fue thefe juft fentirnents too far; and to 
think that, becaufc there is no harm to 
tbem in their worQiip, there is no harm to 
you in it; fo that by joining in what is 
good, and negfefting what is bad, you 
may, without the violation of your con- 
fciences, and without any inconvenience, 
join in a conftant way with any fedt of 
proteftants whatever, in the celebration of 
divine worfhip. But^confider, that upon 
the very fame principles, you might join 
with any fedtof chriftians, and evc^n join 
in the fcrvice odh^mafs in a conftant way. 
Upon the fame principles, alfo, you might 
ne.j;le5l: all the forms of chriftian worfhip, 
and join youifelv.scothe Jews or the Mo- 
lummedans; for it cannot be denied, but 

that 
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that there is fomethinggood to be found 
among them, and this you may pretend 
to take, and ncgkft the reft. 

In fliort, this fpecious principle, found- 
ed, in appearance, on generous fenti-* 
ments of moderation and candour, is a 
inoft fallacious and dangerous one. By 
the help of it the primitive chriftians might 
have joined the wbrfhip of the heathens; 
there needed to have been no martyrs in 
the chriftian church, and dXXperJecutionfor 
the crofs of Chrift would have ceafed. 

Many of the old Puritans, indeed, con^ 
ftantly attended divine worfhip in the 
church of England j but there were no 
other places of public worfliip open; and 
they thought it their duty to give their tef- 
timony in favour of religion and chrifti- 
anity in general, by joining in. the beft 
forms that they convemently could. Be- 
fides, it fhould be confidered, that the old 
puritans did not objedt to the doftrines of 
the church of England, or to forms of 
prayer, but only to ceremonies, and mat- 
ters relating to difciplinej nay, many of 
them had no great objcftion to the cere- 
monies in tbemjelvesy but only to the impfi^ 
Hon of them i which theyjuftly thought 
was owning a power, which Chrift had not 

com- 



To Protestant Dissenters. 17 

committed to man. But, my brethren^ 
your objcftions now lie much deeper, and 
aflPeft the very cffcntials of the eftablifhed 
-worlhip. 

Do not fay that I inherit the rigid fcru- 
pulofity of my anceftors. On the contra- 
ry, I think it extreme bigotry never to in- 
dulge a liberal curiofity, fo far as^ in the 
charafter of a, fpeifatcry to fee in what 
manner perfons of other denonhinations 
conduft divine worlhip. I have frequent- 
ly gone to church myfelf, and do not 
fcrupletogo fometimesftill, though I am 
fhockcd at what I hear there ) but,' cer- 
tainly, by joining habitually with any one 
denomination of chriftians, we declare our 
preference of it to any other, efpecially 
to any other that it would be as conveni- 
ent for us to attend/ and whatever errors 
and irregularities there are in that church 
more than inany other, we, by our con- 
du£t, give our fanftion to them, and, as 
far as our influence extends, recommend 
and enforce them. 

If, therefore, you be a believer in the 
one true God the Father^ and in other re- 
fpcfts, maintain the purity of the gofpel 
principles; you not only expofe your own 
minds to perpetual difqu'et and uneafinefs, 

by 
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by habitually joining in the fcrvicc of the 
eftablifhed church; which is, throughout, 
founded on principles very different from 
yours J but chriftianity in general is offend^ 
ed at your conduft, as you Tirtually oppofc 
all reformation, and contribute to entail all 
its errors and abufes upon it. Indeed, I 
cannot help thinking, that a man who is 
properly in earncft in religion, who confi- 
ders of what importance genuine chrifti- 
anity is, and how exceedingly uftlike to it 
is the whole fyftcm on which the Englijfh 
hierarchy is founded, muft be ftaggered 
when* he weighs thefe things in his own 
mind. 

Going to church in a conftant way, is 
not going in the character of zJpeSaior. 
If yoju -be obferved to be there conftantly, 
you will be fuppofed to prefer that method 
of worlhip. You will, likewife, be fup- 
pofed not only to ht feeing what is done 
there, but alfo to have fomething to d0 
yourfelves. You are fuppofed to join in 
the prayers of the church; and, therefore, 
to pay divine worfhip to inferior and de- 
rived beings, as if they were the true and, 
very God\ which is certainly undifguifed 
impiety and idolatry. 

Think not that this Ipecies of idolatry, 

though 
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though not fo malignant as fome other 
Ipecies of it, is, therefore, innocent i and 
that it has no praSical confequences. The 
afcription of divine honours to Jefus Chrifl:, 
befides robJiing his God and our God of the 
honour that is due to himfelf alone, and 
o( the glory which he willnQt give to another^ 
is a dangerous depravation of the idea of 
God. By making more Gods than one, 
you unavoidably make a diftribution of di- 
vine attributes; fo that the all-perfeft 
charader of dicty will be found in none of 
them, and no being will be* left poflefled 
at the fame timeofall tffe venerable and ami- 
able attributes that we ought to afcribe to 
hinrij by which means the purity and ge- 
nuine fpirit of devotion will begfeatly de- 
baled. And there is no doubt, a near con^ 
nexion between this opinion of the proper 
divinity of Chrift, and other notions held 
by fome chriftians, which imply the great- 
eft refleftion upon the moral government 
ofGcdi and, as far as they operate, muft 
be prejudicial to virtue among men. 

So unlike to genuine primitive* chrifti- 
anrty are all the ecclefiaftical eftablifliments 
in Europe, and fo much in the fpirit of 
this world are they condudcd, that it is 
no woftdcr th^t perfons who inquire but 

little 



CO A Free Address 

little, and who judge of chriftianity by 
what they fee, are, fomany of them, un- 
believers. By joining thefc corrupt efta- 
blifhments, therefore, you pronnotc the 
caufe of infidelity; whereas^by joining 
with a fociety of chriftians, who profefs 
the gofpel in its original fimplicity; or, at 
leaft, are in a fituation in which they are 
at liberty to biing it to that fimplicity, you 
bear your ;teftimony againft all the cor- 
J'uptions of this divine religion ; you reprc- 
fent it in an amiable light to mankind; 
and without fpeaking.or writing in its de- 
fence, are advocates for the truth, and 
preachers of righteoufnefs in the world. 

If this be to be a diflfenter, it is certainly 
arefpeftable and important charafter. 
Learn then, my brethren, to reverence 
your profeflTion, and confider it as a thing 
that is as much fuperior to any ecclefiafti- 
cal eftablifliment, as a fcheme which has an 
Eternal world for its objeft, is fuperior to 
all fchemes of worldly policy; as much 
fuperior to them, as Chrift, whom -alone 
you acknowledge to be your legiflator, is 
fuperior to the princes and powers of thi^ 
world,whom thofe who adhere to eftablifh- 
ments acknowledge as their legiflators, 

Diffenters in England are often con- 
founded 
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founded with the Prefbyterians of the kirk 
of Scotland 'y and time was when thofe who 
go by the name of Prefbyterians in Eng- 
land entertained th:: fame principles, and 
would have been glad, eitherto have unit- 
ed with »hem, or to have formed themfelves 
upon the fame, or a fimilar plan. Mr, 
Pierce dedicated his Vindication of the Dif- 
Jenters to the paftors and miniflers of the 
church of Scotland, calling them Bretkreny 
and faying that the diffenters in England 
were united to them in the fa,mt faith, 
worjhipy form of govirnment^ dejign, and 
brotherly love. But divine providence hap- 
pily prevented the execution of what our 
forefathers eirneftly defired, and has 
brought the diffenters in England into a fi- 
tuation infinitely more favourable to the 
interefts of truth and chriftianity, than 
thev had any idea of themfelves. 

We are, now, far from admitting that 
the members of the church of Scotland 
are any more our brethren, than the 
members of the church of England. A 
charge of any alliance with the Scotch pref- 
byterians would now be confidered as a ca- 
lumny; and if we were difpofcd to con- 
form to an eftablifliment, we ftiould not 
look fo far North, The two cftablilh- 

mcnts 
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ments in the ifland differ in little more 
than matters of dijcipliney which we now 
think to be of little confequence, in com- 
parifon of thofe errors in doBrine^ which 
lie at the very foundation of the chriftian 
fchemej errors in which they both agree, 
and which they both enforce with the fame 
unrelenting rigour. And there is not 
much more profpeft of things growing 
better in theone than in the other. 

The great advantage which the church 
of Scotland enjoys over the church of 
England, arofe from this fingle, but im- 
portant circumftance, that the former was 
prompted and condu6tcd by the people, who* 
had nothing but religion in view, and who 
carried their fchcme' as far as they thought 
proper; whereas the latter was condudtcd 
by the civil magijirate, who went no far- 
ther in reformation than he could help, 
and modelled the government of the 
church, fo as to make it fubfervient to the 
purpofes of the ftate. 

Hence the Scotch miniftcrs have all de- 
cent and moderate falaries; they have lit- 
tle or no civil power, and pluralities arc 
unknown among them; while there re- 
mains a (hamtful inequality in the provi- 
fion for the Englifh miniftcrs, fome liv-» 
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ing in affluence in palaces, and adding 
one large benefice to another, while others 
of them are abfolutely ftarvingonniiferablc 
curacies J and, notwithftanding. an ample 
fufficiency in the revenues of the church, 
are obliged to depend upon the voluntas 
ry contributions of their parifhioners, for 
a neceffary fupport. Here, alfo, the bi- 
fhops, along with the revenues of princes, 
have an extenfive jurifdiiiidHy and great 
civil power; and while the bifliopricksj 
and, in a manner, all the great benefices 
are, direftly or indircftly, at the difpofal 
of the court, a miniftry, be they ever fo 
corrupt, can never want tools to affift them 
in carrying on their moft iniquitous and 
oppreflive Ichemes. Witnefs the flavifti 
and abfurd doftri^es ofpaffive obedience and 
non-rejiftamey fo furioufly inculcated by, 
I may fay, the body of the Englifti clergy 
in the arbitrary reigns of the Stewarts, 
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SECTION II. 

Of the Iwfortanct of the Bijfenting Inter efi^ 
^itb ReJpeSl to the civil Inttrejls of the 
Community. 

tr A V 1 N G confidered the importance 
•*^ of the diffenting intercft with refpeft 
to religion^ I fhall now briefly treat of it as 
it refpefts civil policy. Mr. Hume acknow- 
ledges, that whatever civil liberty is now 
enjoyed in this country, it is owing to 
our anceftors the Puritans, who were 
equally friends to the civil and religious 
rights of their countrymen. For my own 
part, I cannot fay that I confidcr them as 
having been uniform and confiftent friends 
to either; but their fchemes being thwart- 
ed by the court, they were neceffarily 
engaged in theoppofite intercft; and thus, 
from the mere force of opprelTion, with- 
out any greater enlargement of mind, or 
fuperior merit, they became advocates fv:r 
liberty. But ftill it was only liberty for 
themfelves and, their own party, thet they 
aimed At; and, could they have carried their 
point, theywould have cxercifed as Irvere 

a tyranny 
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a tyranny over the confcienccs of men as 
their antagonifts.. Were they now in pow- 
cr» I myfelf Ihould expeft tobconeofthc 
firft viftirns to their bigotry and rage. It 
muft be acknowledged, however, in fa- 
vour of thcfe heroesy that intolerance was 
the error of their times, and that no other 
profeffors of chriftianity had any more li- 
beral, orenlargcd views than ihemfelves. 

But whatever were the views of the diflen- 
tcrs Originally, though they were extreme- 
ly narrow and confined at firft, they have 
been fo long the weaker party, and confe- 
quently in an intereft oppofite to the views 
of tyranny and arbitrary power; that, at 
length, they have begun to underiland 
their fituation, and have found the true 
and juft principles, on which the caufc of 
univerfal liberty may be beft fupported. 
On thefe principles, my brethren, Itruft 
you will always adt, without troubling your-* 
fclves to make any apology for the maxims 
and conduft of our anceftors. If they were 
culpable, lee them bear the cenfures thejf 
defcrye. We muft think, and a6l for 
Qurfelves. 

So long as we continue diffenters, it ia 
hardly pollible that we fliould be other than 
friends to the civil liberty, and all the ef- 

C feati4 
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fential interefts of cur fdlow citizens. 
The friends of this great caufe may always 
depend upon us; but ftatefmen who 
have other views may juftly be jealous 
of us ; and they cannot givea clearer proof 
of their hoftile intentions towards the liber- 
ty of their country, than by ufing us with 
rigour. Witnefs the fcvcre perfecution 
we fuffered in the arbitrary reigns of the 
Stewarts, the meafures that were taking 
with us towards the clofc ofihe reign of 
queen Ann, and the hadolgence that has 
been fhown us fince the happy revolution, 
under king William of glorious menf>ory. 

In all this, wc claim no particular merit. 
Diflcnting minifters, being chofen by their 
people, will naturally enter into the views of 
their people, in civil as well as religious mat- 
ters; and the diffenting laity, not being 
noblemen, or men of very large fortunes, 
will have in general, the fame intereft with 
the bulk of their fellow fubjefls. Difll nt- 
ing minifters, therefore, as far as their in- 
fluence in a political light is of any confe- 
quence, will naturally enrer into the in- 
tereft of the people at large. It is for the 
fanierea:fon thiit the eftablifhed c ergy may 
be fuppofed to favour the court, as it has 
-1^$^ fikifjpplal of bi(bopricks and rich bene- 
].. ;• I ficei. 
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fices. The maxim No bijhopj no king, i. c, 
no arbitrary king, might juftly have had* 
weight with wifer princes than our James 
the firft. 

It is alfo natural for the diflentcrs to wifh 
well to every mild adminiftration, which 
lecures to them their privileges, and op- 
pofes the attempts of a bigotted and head- 
ftrong multitude, of clergy or laity, toop- 
prefs them. For the fame reafon, too, 
when the country, by its eftabliflied laws, 
favours the intereft of the diflenters, fo that 
they have a legal right to their privileges, 
ihey naturally confider their country^ and 
its lawsy as their guardians, and will ftre- 
nuoufly oppofe all the encroachments of the 
prerogative on the conftitution, and on 
the rights of the fubjeds in general. For 
they muft be fenfible, that the eftabliflied 
laws of a free community muft be a better 
fecurity for their privileges, than the will 
of any fingle man whatever. They have 
too much at ftake to be willing to hold it 
on fo piecarious a tenure. 

It alio clearly follows, from the fame 
principle of Jelf-interejiy indcjendent of 
gratitude, that the more indulgence dif- 
lenters meet with from the government, 
the ftronger will be their attachment to it. 

C 2 I'hough, 
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Though, therefore, itihould fcem proper to 
the legiflaturc to give a preference to one 
0iode of religion, by a legal provifion for 
the maintenance of its minifters, it is clearly 
for its intered to attach all difTentersto it, 
as much as poflible by a participation of 
(hil privileges '^ and it is both inj-iftice, and 
bad policy, in civil governors, to debar 
themfelves from the fervice of men of abi- 
lity and integrity, and, at the fame time, 
to alienate their affeftions, bv iuch an op^ 
^robrious exclufion from civil honours. 

Yet, though I think it right that thefc 
things (hould be publicly faid, that the-y may 
have weight with ihofe whom it n^ay ton.- 
c^rn, far would I be from encouraging the 
ieaft tendency towards c ifaffcdion in the 
diffenters to tlie prefent conftitntion of 
Englanci. Imperfeft as it is af»d hard as 
tjie prefent laws bear upon usdiflcnters ia 
Ipme refpefts^ our fituaiion in lingl.and is, 
upon the whole, fuch ^s we have grtat rca- 
fpn to be thankful to divine providence for, 
Jbcing abundantly more eligible than it 
woukl bp in any other country in th.- world ; 
afid it i$,not fo defirable to obtain even a juft 
right by clamour and contention, as by 
the continuance of a prudent and pc.ice-r 
ab!^ behavioyr, 

Tbis 
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This may convince our legiflators, that 
Vfc are deferving of their indulgence. 
Men who harbour no refentment, though 
tinder a rdrainr, of the injufticc and un- 
reufonablefs of which they arc fully fenfiblc, 
muft be pofleffed of generofity enough to 
be capable of the mod grateful and firnfi 
attachment t6 the hand that frees them from 
the reftraint. If a man have magnanimity 
enough not to bear malice againft an enemy, 
much more will he \>c fufceptiblc of a ge- 
nerous zeal for his friend. 

Befides, though, from a regard to the 
honour and intercft of our country, it is 
to be wifhed that diffenters might be ad- 
mitted to all civil offices of honour and 
truft, in common with others, their fellow- 
fubjedls, who have no better title to them 
in other refpefts: yet a perfon whofhould 
confult the intercft of the diffenters only, 
as a body of men who fcparate themfelves 
from a principle of r^%/(?/z, without regard 
to the interert of the community at larg?, 
might, pcrh.4)s, hefuare about taking any 
fleps to procure an enlargement ot their 
privileges. 

Proteffmg a religion which inculcates 
upon us that we are not of this worlds but 
only in a courle of difcipline, to train us up 

C3 for 
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for a better, it is worth confidcring, whether 
a fituacion, in which more fcope would 
be given to ambition, and other palTions, 
the tendency of which is to attach us to this 
world, is to be wiHied for by us. Should 
net a chriftian, as fuch (though he (hould 
by no means fccrete himfclf from fociety^ 
or decline any opportunity of ferving his 
friend or his country, when divine Provi- 
dence feems to call him out to the fphere 
of aftive life) be content to pafs unmolefted 
in the private walks of lire, rejoicing, as 
his mafter did, in doing all kind offices 
to his tellow creatures, without afpiring at 
civil power, and thofe honorary diftindicns, 
wi:h which the hearts of the men qf this 
world are fo much captivated, and, very 
©Iten, fo fatally infnartd. 

As our Lord warned his difciples, that 
fbe wcr/d would love it's owk^ and would 
hate them, becaui'e they were not of the 
world, and that he who would follow him, 
nr.uft take up his crofs to do it; is Jt ijor, 
i^ttris paribus^ more probable, ihat we 
are thefe difcip!ts, when wc lufici iome de- 
gree of perfecution, and are rather frovined 
Ufon by the j.Ov\trs of this world, than if 
wc had tree accefs to all rhe emolumei ts of 
it? Certainly, fuch a fituat.on is far more 

favourable 
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&T0urgbW to our gaining that fuperiorttf 
of min4 tQ l^e world* which is required 
of all chridians^ whaterer be their ftation 
ink. W* know thu if ferficuttM^duld 
arifi, m account ofibt xvord^ we muft be 
ready to forfake houfes^ lands^ relations, 
^nd 4II thd cmlearments of life, rather than* 
DG^ke ihi(>wi:^k of faith and of a good 
confciencej and that, in thofe trying times, 
if wedeayChrift, he will alfo deny us. Then 
be chat would fave his life, (hall lofe it, 
and hq only that is willing to lofe his life, 
ihall fave it to \ik eternal. This, chrif- 
tians, is the tc&tire on which we hold all the 
blcflfeg^.of thjfL «ofpeL 

Now, if this be the temper to which we 
are to be foribed, whether perfecadon (hould 
adually arife, or not, what kind of a (itu- 
aiion diouid we (from the knowledge we* 
have of human nature) prefcribe, as the 
mod favourable for the purpofc? Certain- 
ly, not one in which we (hould have no- 
thing to bear or tofufFcr, and in which every 
thing IhouJd be jufl as we could wilh it. 
A mind accuftomed to this treatment would 
be ill-prepared for encountering the various 
hard(hius of thechriftian warfare, in a time 
of pcrkcution. In a fituation in every re-» 
fped favourable to the purfuits and enjoy^ 

C 4 ments 
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irents of this life, it would not' be cafy for 
a man to attain to aoy thing like a fatisfa(f- 
tory conviftion, that he had. the proper 
temper and difpofition of a chriftian. -Ha- 
bits of mind are not acquired- by putting 
tafes (which, however, pcrfons would Ik- 
^le think of doing, when ihe cafes were not 
likely to occur j but by aftual experience and 
feeling. A habit of caution cai never be 
given to a child by admonition only; It 
is by frequent hurts that he learns to take 
care of himfelf. So likewift courage and 
fortitude are acquired by being fi^equently 
cxpo/ed to pains and hardfhips, byediert- 
ing our powers, and feeling the benefit of 
fuch exertion. .1 

All thefe things dulyconfideYed, a man 
wlio entertains the truly enlarged fcntiments 
of chriftianity, and is fenfible how momen- 
tary and iniignificaiK are all the things of 
this world, in comparifon with thofeofa 
future, will, in proportion to the influence 
of thefe views, be kfs impatient of the dif- 
ficulties and reftraints he may lie under in 
a civil capacity. He will more eafily ac- 
quiefce in a fituation not perfeftly eligible, 
when he is prepared even to bear the greateft 
fufFerings that can befall him in this life 
with chriftian fortitude, patience, and re- 

fig nation 5 
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fignati ^ns at the fame time that the benevo- 
lence of his heart is always ready to take 
the for m of the moft generous pacriotifm, 
whenever there occurs a clear, and great 
caufe to excit it. if a true chriftian be con* 
fcious that he is engaged in a good caufe, 
he, of all men, has the lead reafm to fear 
^hat tnan can do unto him, and therefore 
* he is more to be depended upon, in any 
critical emergence, than any ot-her perfon 
whatever. 

A difflnter, then, who is fo upon prin^ 
cipky who has, confequentl}', the jufteft 
notions of the nature and importance of 
civil and religious liberty ; who is, on many 
accounts, thoroughly fenfible of the bleC- 
fings of a mild and equal government, and, 
therefore, heartily attached to the intereft 
of that conititution which allows him the 
rights which he values fo highly; whofe 
mind is prepared to bear irremediable hard- 
il^ps with patience, but whofe aftivc cou- 
rage, in cafes in which the great intercftsof 
hs country call him to excrrt himfelf, may 
be depended upon, is a very valuable 
member of civil fociety. Such a man will 
fcorn. the mean arts of court intrigue. Jf 
he can gain his laudab'e ends, and be ad- 
mitted to his natural rights, as a loyal Bri- 

C 5 tiOi 
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tifh fubjeA) by fair and open means, Be 
will not defpi:cit; but he will rather con- 
tinue to fuHer unjuftly, than proftitute his 
intereft to a corrupt, profligate, and op- 
prcflive adminiftration. 

SECTION IIL 

Of the manner in ivhich Dijfenters ought to 
jpeak or wiite concerning the Church of 
kngland. 

•a 

SO long as perfons zvtjincere in their 
profcffion of any form of religion, 
they are certainlr intitled to our candour 
and refpeft. Integrity is the chief excel- 
fcnce o\ every moral agent, and claims our 
efteem and veneration even in a papift, a 
mahometan, or an heathen. 7 he man who 
loves and feeks after truth, and who con- 
fcientioufly obeys ir, wherever he but thinks 
he has found it, will, no doubi, be ac- 
cepted of God, though his faith fliould 
happen to be ever fo erroneous, and his 
-practice, founded upon it, ever fo abfurd. 
And without the chriftian virtues of mutual 
love, candour, and forbearance, the 
foundeft chriftian faith will (land for no- 
thing. 

The 
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The truth of thefc fentiments isacknow-* 
ledgcd, felt, and contended for, by the 
author of this addrefs •, and by fome he will- 
be blamed for extending the benefit of them 
to papifts and infidels. But let us, with ^ 
due regard to truth and fincerity, confider 
in what manner they ought to influence our 
condudt with refpe(9; to thofe who differ 
from us in religious principles and prac- 
tices. 

If. the truth which we hold, and which 
others deny, appear to us to be of impor*^ 
tance, and cfpecially of praftical impor- 
tance (as certainly thofe opinions are which 
divide the rational diflentcrs from the church 
of England) our love of truth, and of 
mankind (hould concur to make us zealous 
in taking every prudent method to con- 
vince them of their errors, and make them 
converts to the truth; by fetting the evi- 
dence and importance of the latter in its juft 
hght, and by no means concealing the ab- 
furdity and dangerous tendency of the for- 
mer. 

Upon every fair occafion, therefore, let 
the rational diflVnter fpeak and write with 
the fimplicy and fearlefs integrity of a chrif- 
tian, openly aflerring the great doc- 
trines of the proper unity of God, 

C6 and 
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and the equity of his moral govern- 
ment, in oppofition to what is in re- 
ality tritbiifmy and the doftrines of able- 
lute predcftination and reprobation by 
'whomfoever they may be held ; and let us 
<;laim tor ourfclvcs and others that equal li- 
beriy^ to which we have a natural and a di- 
vine right, ofihinkiny; and afting for our- 
IJelvcs in all religious matters, whoever they 
be that would abridge us of it, byafluming 
ii^thority in matters of faith. In every 
other refpe<^, alfo, in which our opinions 
and prafticcs are different fiom thofe (f 
pthers, let us, if we havcoccufion to men- 
tion them at ail, fpeak or write with perfeft 
freedom, and with a degree of zeal propor- 
tioned to their importance. 

Many of the modern friends of church 
power in Engl nd aff<:<5l to allow diffenrers 
to think for tliemfelves, but deny them the 
liberty o^ writing againft the eftabifhmentj 
and manv diilvri-ters a'fo feem to enter into 
the fame ^bknddiflinftiun. If they can be 
permitted qnittly to enjoy their own. opi- 
111^1 and mode of wo iTi'^p, they think it 
wrong ^ven to fpeakdifrefpcftfullvofthe re- 
Ji^^ion of their country, notwithllanding the 
grcateft infults and provocations. They 
tvc^^ ^^^^ upon themfelvts to be oHended 

with 
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with any perfon who Chall fo much as make 
the leaft com pari fon with refpeft to the 
ftate of religious knowledge in the two par- 
ties, in order to (hew the advantage of the 
fituation of one of them, for improvements 
in religion, above that of the other. But 
what does common fenfe, the pradice of the 
primitive chriftians, and that of the re- 
formers from popery, lay upon this fub- 
jcct? 

Can any man maintain the truth of his 
own opinion, without ihewing the abfurdity 
of that which is direftly contrary to it, and 
efpecially if he be in fuch a fituation, that 
he muft cxprefsly deny what another has 
previonfly aflerted? How then can 1 ex- 
hort diffenters to value their fituation as/ucby 
if I Jo not fheAr them how much it is pre- 
ferable to that of thofe from whom they dif- 
fent? It may, perhaps, be pofTible for a 
peifon exceedingly well (killed in the art 
of writing and finejfe^ to do the one without 
the other; but it is impoflible he fliould do 
the one without /i&/;/^/;j[g- of the other, and 
even keeping ic conftantly in view; and 
certainly to fupprefs what a man thinks, 
especially when it is that which alone can 
give any weight, energy, or even propriety 
to what he is faying, mull be a mode of 

writing 
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vriiing conftraired, artificial, unnatural^ 
and ineffcdud. 

The primitive chiiftians appear to have 
known nothing of this refined di(lin£lion, 
but in their apologies forchriftianity in- 
vtighed vviih the utmoft freedom againft 
the eftablifhed religions of the countries in 
which they lived. Paul did the fame, 
without the lead fcrupleor.referve, upon all 
cccafionsi as aifo did his and our gre^^t 
mailer; who never fpared the abfurd and 
mirchtvious do^rines that prevailed in his 
time, to the corruption of a true and di- 
vine religion. And the reformers from 
f opery followed their example, in exprcf- 
fing upon all occafions, their hcneft indig- 
nation againfttheabfurdities and ufurpations 
of the church of Rome. 

W hy then ftiould not we, who diflent 
from the Church of England, as they did 
from the church of Rome, take the fame 
liberty, in proportion to their importance, 
with her ablurdititsand ufurpations. If Wc 
think that the church of England isnot charge- 
able v.ith fuch thirgs we Mt not diflenters, 
and oiight not to continue the feparation. 
On the oihcr hanc^, if we think that the 
church cfFn^la d /Vchargeab'e wi'h great 
cirors, and unjuflifiable ufurpations, and 

fcruple 
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fcruple to fay fo, we have not that zeal for 
truth and liberty that becomes diffenters •, I 
may add that becomes chriftians. 

But the prefent age, verging to infideli- 
tyj and an indifference to all the forms of 
religion, and to religion itfelf,bpands with 
the cenfure o( unpolitenefsy every thing that 
looks like molefling the religious opi- 
nions of others, be they ever fo errone- 
ous or dangerous; an J the man who thinks, 
feck, and writeslikeachriftianj who loves 
his religion, and values the purity of it; 
and who exprefles his generous indignation 
at the ufurpations of fome, and the fervi- 
lity of others with refpeft to it, muft be 
called a bigotj ^nd zn illii^eral mvided ptrion. 
With fuch may I ever be deemed a bigot. 
I fliall be proud of the charadter, and flliall 
begin to think bigotry to be a term fynony- 
mous to integrity, honefty, generofity, and 
every thing that is manly and liberal be- 
longing to human nature. 

'Ihefe fpecious principles, which have 
their fource in /«;?iu^///)', haveinfefted many 
members of the church of England, and 
cliflcnters alfo, who ai^e not, at lead, not 
yet unbelit vers. But certainly fuch dif- 
fenters are lead acquainted with the true 
principles of their diflent, and 'muft be the 
6 kaft 
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leaft valuable^ and the Icaft ftabk part of 
the intcreiV. Accordingly, wc Tec that thofe 
diflente'S, who ipeak with this extreme 
tendcrnels, charity, and vi-fpeft concerning 
the ch'Tvh of E.ngland (notwithftanding, 
il they were aflad, they could not deny 
their dijbtlief ot more of her principles 
than any other denomination of dilicntdrs) 
fjnd the le. ft difficulty in conforming to the 
church; and for the fame rcdfon, would 
'find as little diffi.ulty in joining the church 
of Rome, the cl urch of Mahomet, or any 
church in the world ; and their minds would 
be as liitle ihocked with the idea of even 
co%J)avl conformity to any of them. For 
it fippofcs only the fair.e difr. gard to 
religious truth, and the rights ot confci- 
tnce. 

But let fuch pcrfons confuier how, as I 
have obferved before, and cannot repeat 
too c ften, with this excels of c .ndour, and 
fupp en^fs of confcience, any of the pri- 
miti\e chrirtians could evtr have died 
man rs to their religion ; or whether there 
coiiid hive been any fuch thing z^ pe^/ti- 
£Uti( r: for tbc crojs oj Chrifi ? 

T he uC\ rine of toleration .md religious 
libe.ty is now maintained on two very d f- 
fcrcfit, anU even oppofite grounds. The 

0;1C 
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one is an indifference to all religion, and an 
opinion of the abfolute infignificance of 
all the diftindtions of ir; and the other its 
exceeding great importance to every man 
fingly confideredj fothat every thing be- 
longing to it is held facred with him, and 
he cannot, upon any confideration, fur- 
render his own right of determining con- 
cerning it, to any man, or body of men, 
upon earth. 

Thofe \\ho are advocates for toleration 
upon the former ground, are unbelievers 
in chrijlianityj and perfons who are go- 
verned by poliiical confiderations only ; 
who think it folly to difturb the peace of 
fociety for the fike of trifles, and who 
have feen in hiftory how much feveral 
ftates have been injured by adopiing per- 
fccuting meafures. But, upon the fame 
principles, thefe perfons would not fcruple 
to give up all regard to thofe infignificant 
opinions, and prciended rights of confci- 
ence, if they faw that the ou ward fplen- 
dor, power, and wealth of the ftate re- 
quired it. Thefe unbelieving llatefmen 
have, therefore, within them ihe princi- 
ples of the co;)left and mod unrelenting 
perfecution ; and, without believing one 
iyllublc cf the qnatter, are capable of con- 
forming 
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forming themfelvcs, and of enforcing tne 
ftrifttft obedience in others, to any fchcmc 
of religion in the world. Nay the Bifhopof 
Glouctfler, Dr. Balguy, and others, who 
are not infidels, avowedly go upon this 
proi nd, and niaintain even ihe $bligatioH 
of the civil magillratc to eftabhlh the re- 
ligion of the majority of his fubjefts, 
without making any diftindlion with re- 
fpeft to the }.ofiibility of its being everfo 
impious or abl'urd. Certainly fuch prin- 
ciples as thefe are highly dangerous and 
alarming, and yet they arc fpreading 
every d^y. 

On the other hand, thofc who arc ad- 
vocates for religious liberty ujon the o- 
ther ground, namely, an opinion of the 
exceeding great importance of religious 
principles, arc finccre believers of chrifr 
tianity, and the farthcft in the world from 
thinking that rel gion is a thing to be re- 
gulated by, and made fubfervient to civil 
policy, when no confiderations relating to 
this world are worthy to be named with 
it. In a thing fu interefting, it is their 
opinion, that every man, for himfelf, 
fliould be the fole umpire of his own judg- 
m.nt and praftice, acknowledging no maf^ 
ter upon earthy fince one is their majter, evtn 

Cbnjl. 
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4^hrift. And leaft of all will they fubmit 
their faith and practice in matters of re- 
ligion to the decifion of nnen, who, on 
account both of their education, and fitu- 
a'ion in life, nnuft be very incompetent 
judges of the fubjeft ; and who, in faft, 
have never had its intereft at heart j but, 
in all their ecclefiaftical conftitutions, have 
been folely influenced by political and 
worldly confiderations. To thofc who 
affert their religious liberty upon thefe 
principles, the authority of the Pope, or 
that of the king of England, with the 
impious titles oijuprtme tejds of (he church f 
arc held in cquil contempt*. 

Thcf« principles can never, like the 
former, degenerate in o perfecution, for, 
wkh fuch men, ihe confcience of evciy 
individual of their fpecies will be as in- 
violable as their own j and upon the fame 
principles that they feel for themfelves, 
they cannot but feel for others. 

Formerly religious liberty had no pro- 
per adv;>cates upon either of thefe grounds. 
Even the diflcnttrrs, who thought religion 
to be of importanc<;, ima.jincd ciiat it was, 

♦This is by no means iatended to deny the authority 
of temporal Ii>vcrcij^ns over all perfoiis \Mihiii their 
doiiiunons, cccldiaiticul as w«U as others. 

on 
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on that very accolinr, not to be defcrtcd 
by thofe who were in pofleflion of the ci- 
vil power, and that the btft iaterefts of 
"^ mankind ought to be taktn care of in 
fpire of thcmk*lves. But of late, the ab- 
furdity and dangerous tendency of this 
princijle has been acknowledged, at kail 
by the rational diflentcrs -, and they have 
become advocates for religious liberty up- 
on the true, broad, generous, and chrif- 
tian principles above men.ioncd. 

Butforry I am to fee too many of thofe 
who arie called rational dijftnters^ talk more 
like infidtls than cbriftians upon this great 
fiibjcft, and treat the mod important re- 
ligious truths with the fame contemptu- 
ous indifference. They are forward to 
acknowledge, upon all occafions, that all 
the difference between them and the ella- 
blifhed church is a mere trifle j that the 
belief of threey or three hundred gods is . 
oniy a mecaphyfical fubilety, of no prac- 
tical confequence whatever 3 and that c- 
ven the doftrines of ablolute eleftion and 
reprobation are well enough for the com- 
mon people, who will alwjys be fooLfh 
and fupcrltiiious, and whom it is not worth 
the while to take any pains with, or to run 
any rifque to fee right, Wiih this deciar- 
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cd indifference to fyftems of religion, ic 
is no wonder that they are diLofe-d to 
think favourably of eftablifhments in g.:- 
neral, and of that of their own country in 
particular; and that they are offended 
when any perfon, more ferious and in 
earned than ihemfelves, afferts the true 
diffenting principles, wich a warmth and 
zeal fuitcd to their importance. 

I was in hopes, that this difpofi ion, fo 
unworthy of chriftians, and efpecially of 
proteftant diffenters, had been confined 
to a few, who mi?;ht have learned their 
principles of toleration from Voltaire or 
Rouffeau ; but feveral circumftances have 
occurred of late, and pariicul irly the re- 
ception which the former edition of this 
Addrejs has met wirh, which give but too 
much reafon to fufpeft, that the tvil has 
fpread farther than I had imagined. For 
1 cannot conceive that any perlbns fhould 
be much offended eitr.er at the ftntiments 
or the manner of [his Addrefs, except thofe 
who (though perhaps unknown to them- 
felvcs) are influenced by fuch principles a$ 
I have here animadvert: d u[)on. In this 
view the unpopularity of this Addrefs, a- 
mong thofe diflenters for whofe ufe it was 
particularly intended, gives me ferious 

concern. 
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conv ern. For thtir fakes it is that, in this 
f (lition, I have added the reflections which 
are the fubjcdt of this fedion, and to which 
1 wifli they would give their acteniion, 
with the fame fcrioufnefs with which they 
were wrictcn. 

If there be no weight in what I have 
obferved, do you, with equal plainnefs, 
produce your own Jlrong reajons againilr 
me ; bur, for God's fake, do not, my brc- 
tnrcn, in a cafe of this importance, de- 
termine and adl without thinking, or in- 
fluenced by fuch fuperficial fentiments, 
as have weight with none but men oi pita- 
Jure ax\A fajhiony who never properly think 
about religion ; who, confequcntly, know 
nothing orthe fubjeft, and therefore can 
be no judges of its importance, or of the 
manner in which it ought to afitd: the hearts 
and theconduft of reafonable beings. 

Believe me, 1 feel nothing for the ere* ' 
dit of a fliorc and anoivfmous compojiiitm^ 
but, if I know my own heart, I feel for 
yoUy I feel for the cauje to which you give 
your mimes ; and I hope that I feel ftill 
more for that grea^ caufe, from its relation 
to which only every inferior denomination 
of religion derives its value and impor- 
tance. And die turn of thinking, the prc- 

yalcncc 
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valence of which 1 lament, appears to me 
to be diametrically oppofice 10 the ge- 
nuine fpirit of chriftianity ; and would 
be fo far from leading a man to do and to 
fufFer what Chrift, and his immediate fol- 
lowers did, that it would rather difpofe 
him to ridicule them, as men ,who turned 
tbi world upftde down for the fake of mere 
Jpeculative opinions^ and who could nor. be 
content to think with the wife, and a6l with 
the vulgar. This, which is known to have 
been the fpirtc both of the heathen philo- 
Jophy of old, and of infidelity in modern 
times, is too like the principle of many 
profefling chriftians, and even thofe who 
call themfelves rational diffentcrs. They 
are fo much alike, that one of them is cer- 
tainly the parent, and the other the childr 
But, my brethren, if there be any thing 
f acred in religious truth, let it infpire the 
bi-eafts of us who profei's to maintain it; 
and if any religious tiuths be of impor- 
tance, as affe6ling a man's heart and life, 
or as comprehended under any definition 
that can be framed of important truths, 
fev^eral of them will certainly be found 
among thofe which we profefs as dijfcnters, 
the very contrary of ihem bfing aflcrred 
anTiOns the thirt v nine articles of the church 
of England. If you hayc no zeal for the 

diffent* 



4*8 A Free Address 

diflVnting intertft, as it now Jlands^ you 
muft think vour anceftors fools and mad 
to have ICc fiich a value upon it as it 
ftrod in their times. For, certainly, you 
cannot think the bufinefs oi ajwplice^ ii3 
Jbe equally worth contending for with the 
doftrine of the divine unity, or that we 
ought to object to kneeling at the Lord^s 
jupper as ftrenuoufly as againft the doc- 
trines of abjduie predejtination and repro^ 
bationy and others connedted with them ; 
and the principles o{ liberty among the old 
puritans were certainly narrow and con- 
fined in comparifon with ours. As the 
caufe of the diflenters haJ^fo greatly im-* 
proved in real value, we ought certainly 
to encreafe i n our zeal for it and attachment 
to it ; and to be more indifferent in thefe 
circumftances, as is apparently the cafe with 
many, muft argue a want of thought, ^ 
want of knowledge, or of love for truth* 

I do not write this to exafperate any 
man. I hope I fhall not exafperate any 
ferious member of the church of England. 
If he be ferious and in earned himlelf, he 
will execufe another, who thinks that he 
has equal caufe to be ferious and in carn- 
cft J and it is not with the truly pious and 
worthy J th:^t even an. intemperance of 
zeal, 2LtiAJifigle exprejfwns that may appear 

incon- 
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incAnfidcratc and unjuftiftable, thit will 
make a man the objeft eitherof (i^^^r or ofr/- 
dicule. Warm and ingenuoushearta willcom- 
pare their own feelings with mine, and will 
make thofe allowinces for me^ which they 
would wiih to have made for thcmfeives. 
With numbers in thecftabliflied Church, 
I believe, my heart is in perfeft umforu 
.With fome of them 1 know, and feel it to 
be fo. They are m,n who, if they do 
not approve of the whole fyftem^ make 
the b^rltufc of their ficuation, ia employ- 
ing their mod earned endeavours to bring 
about a reformation of whatever they arc 
convinced is amifs in it; though their 
pious labours are counreradted by thofe 
who yet let J but who, it is to bw hoped, 
wiil, in due time, ht ^aken oui.of ^heway^ 
Wirh thcfe perfons, not»vithfl:anding we 
may, in fome refpefls, fee ea:h others 
litudtion in difFeren: lightd^ it is.tiot.pol- 
fible that I fh :>uld have any difivrence of 
confequence. It can oily confifliiiA the 
choice of means to gain the fame; great 
ends ; lb that, though the p^rts We arc 
a6ling be confiderably different, we muft 
mJtuiUy rejoice in each other's fucctjft ; 
and that fympathetic union of heart and 
objects, that his commenced here, wiU> I 

D ' ; ' truft. 
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'roftj be completed, and be a fourcc of mu* 
. \fal congratulation and bappinefs hereafter. 

SECTION IV. 

.Qbfervations on the Expence attending the 
V • Dijfentinglntereji. 

SO M E of you, my brethren, I am 
afraid, are difcouraged, and are ready 

'to tjuit the diffenting intefcft, becaufe it 
is istufenfwe to you. You think it hard to 
be taxed by the government very high, 
and contrary to all principles of equ.ty, in 
order to maintain the ecclefiaftical efta- 
bliihment of your country, and at the fame 
time raifc falaries for the maintainmce of 
yofur own minifters, befides being fre- 

rqaiently called upon to contribute towards 

• building ntreeting-houfes, houies for mi- 
nifters, funds for the education of minil^ 

'ters, for the relief of their widows, &c. 
•&c. &c. I own that all thefe things are 

* incident to you as diflenters^ they arc ne- 
' ce0arily expenfive, and, I think the times 

arc fuch, that thefe neceflfary expences 
mt^ft rather increafe than diminifh. Btit 
. this is not a thing to be complained of, \i 
. the caufe be worth fuppo^ting at the ^k- 
'' pfcncc ; and I hope enough has been faid 
' already, to put that beyond a doubt. ^ 
.3 Itruft 
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t truft there arc none among us of lb 
rordid a difpofition, as to think that no- 
thing is worth money, but money itfelfi 
-or Aieh things as may be bought with it, 
in the ordinary method of traffic. The 
gift of Qod, faid Peter to Simon Ma- 
gus, is not to be purchafed with moneys 
b\K is a thing of unfpeajcably more value. 
And, certainly, ufeful truth of all kinds, 
and efpecially religious trutb^ though not 
to be bought with money, is cff infinitely 
more value than money; andtofcefpar* 
ing of money, in a caufein which religicn 
and truth may be promoted, is the moft 
contemptible pjrfimony. Liberty y z\(% 
together with the o her great natural rights 
of mankind, is to be ranked in the fame 
tlafs. Thty are things in v.h*ch^nV^hati 
no concern, but they are ^^^'yi? ail price i 
and in a cayfe in which they arc lb clearly 
concerned, no man of a generous 
mind will ever repent of his cx^enC^i, 
though he be not able to . demonftratc 
what he has gained, by the merhod of 
fr^ft and loj'sy in his books of accompt% 
You may net be fo rich nfter fuch ex- 
pences ; but yourfclves and your poftcrity, 
may be more tt;j/ir, freey and happy. 

Confider, my brethren, in what man- 

I) 2 n* 
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ner chriftianity operated upon the minds 
of men when it was Brft piomulgated^ 
Of fo little value did the primitive chrif- 
uans think the things of this world, in 
icomparifon of the great caufe of chrifti- 
anity» that, without any command fronn 
God^ they made no difficulty of throwing 
every thing they had into a common (lock, 
to be applied to the advantage of the com- 
mon caufe, at the difcretion of certain 
ftewards, chofen by themfelves for that 
purpofe. They were men fo detached from 
this world, and had their views fo much 
fixed upon another, that they thought the 
beft ufe they could make of all their pof- 
fcffions here, was to make them fubfer- 
vient to their intereft hereafter. Th(fy fet 
ao bounds to the application of this rule, 
concerning th^ true ufe of riches. They 
gave all they bady and kept nothing back* 
And did the circumftances of chriftianity 
at prefent require it, we fhould not defervc 
the name of chriflians. if we hefitated a 
moment about ^oing the fame. 
. But though there be no occadon to do 
what they did, let us follow the fame rule. 
They did what their times required ; let 
us do what our times require, and do i.t 
without grudging. You can never dif- 

pofe 
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pofe of yoor wealth in a manner that wilF 
give more fatisfaftion to a mind that fees 
things in their true light, than by making 
it fubfervient to the interefts of truth, li- 
berty, and genuine chriftianity 5 and thi8> 
I believe, is the caufe I am pleadings wherv 
I plead that of the proteftant diflenting* 
imereft in England and Ireland, 

I do not, however, fuppofe that the cir- 
Gumftances the diflenting intereft is in ak 
prcfent, by any means require, that you 
ihould materfally injme your fortunes, or 
your families, in its fuppof t. h will be 
abundantly fufficient, H your cxpehc^s on 
this head only come near thofe you aftu- 
ally do make on other accoimts, wh'ch 

iourfclves, if you were afked, would ac- 
nowledge to be of lefs u-'e; znc\/ofar 
the diflenting intereft has a jiift claim up- 
on you ; and you are debtors to the caufe 
gF truth and liberty, if you have hitherto 
done lef?. The obligation to contribute? 
in cafes of this nature, is, by no means, 
the lefs, becaufe it can never be defined 
what particular fum, or what proportion 
of 7our fortune, you ought to expends' 
In this refpeft, no pcrfon has a right, to 
tlix you, ndr may you be able to fix any 
tJc^ft bounds to yourfelves. It is the fame 

D 3 ia 
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jp cafes of common charity, apd a varie-^y^ 
of other things, of which rnflances occur 
every day, which are all of unqueftionable^ 
though of indefinite, and various obliga* 
tion i and with rcfpe6l co which, the ge- 
nerous will a£t generoufly, and the mean- 
if iriced will, like themfelves, aft meanly. 

It may afTift you to feel, and aft witb 
ptt)priety upon this occafion, to confider 
what your heroic anceftors did and fuffered 
W the fame cauTe^ and how much you owe 
to their liberality. How many hundreds 
andthoufands of the old puritans, men ^ 
whcm the world was net worthy y bore w4th 
chearfulnefs tbejpoilingof their goods, and 
fubmiited to heavy fines and confifcacions, 
till they were abiolutely impoyerilhed, ra- 
ther than relinquilh what tbey were per- 
luaded W9S the caufe o( truth and Uberty^ 
and therefore the cwje of God. 

Confider how many years they bore 
cruel imprifonments, under which mim- 
bers of them langut(hed and died, in the 
imperious reign of queen Elizabeth, and 
(he more oppreflive reigns of the Slew** 
aits i fo that many men of opulent for* 
tunes, who were qualified to make a fi« 
gure in their native country, wcfe gUd to 
take refuge from cb# ftorm of periecutiofl* 

on 
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Oft the then inhofpitablc coafts oi North'- 
Ainerica, expofed to an inclcn>2ht climate^ 
and the fury of intraftible favages (but 
who had more compaflian than the hack-, 
ncyed tools of a wicked admimftration at 
home) glad, at this rifqjue, to procure 
what they thought the invaluable privi- 
lege of worfhipping their Maker accord- 
ing to the didatcs of their confciences^ 
immolefted. 

Confiider the glorious fcene that was cxr 
hibited on the ever memorable St. Bartho- 
lomew, A. D. 1662, a fccfie which few 
countries bcfides En^and can boalt of, 
when ^wo iboufand m\n\{\fivs did not hefi'- 
late to throw up their chairch pr cfcrsTicnts, 
many of them without any other refource, 
rather than violate their confciences, by 
eompl^^ing beyond their fentimcnrs. irt rc- 
Ugious inat£ers. And this they did, tJiQUgh 
itiany of the things impofed upan» thcm^ 
\*ete acknowledged to be^ in thcmfclves/ 
mart/crs of indifference. Of fo much, con* 
fcquence did they juftly thinU ir, not to* 
admit a right in any men, or body: of 
men, whatever, of prefcribing and impo&og* 
any thing, with rcfpeft to that religi- 
on, of which Chrift alone is the ui.-^ 
^meheadi fo as by taw to make that 
^ D 4^ nKcffary^ 
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neceffary, which he left indifferent. What 
would they have fclt^ and how would they 
have afted, Jiad their minds been enlight- 
ened as ours are now ; and^ conrequently, 
bad they been perfuaded, that they were 
not only required to fubmit to the impo- 
Ctions of men in marcers of religion, but 
to the impofition of a form of worQiip, 
which, beGdcs containing nriany articles of 
iiaith, the very reverfe of the moft impor- 
tant doftrines of genuine chriftianicy. as 
delivered in ihc New Tcftament, de'o- 
gated from the facred rights of the only. 
living and true God> and was therfore 
idolatrous. 

Confider, my brethren, the vaft.fums 
your ancftftors began to expend, the mo-. 
ment.they gained a little rcfjpitc from thC: 
perfecution above mentioned, exhaufted 
as they then were, in erecting places of 
wor&ip, in the liberal fupport of their 
ihiniflers, and alfo in the endowmeilcs they 
made, of lands and houfe^Jii order to 
provide for the continuance of that me-, 
thod of wor{hip which they approved ; and 
the benefit of which we enjoy at this day« 

If you alk how they were able to fup- 
ply thofc expences, I anfwer, that they, 
thought the mtereft in which they were 

engaged^ 
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engaged, of fo much confequence, that 
they were hardly at any other extraofdi-? 
nary expences. They were men who had 
»o tafte for the fafhionable and expenfivo 
pleafures of the age in which* they lived. 
From the higheft to the loweft, they were 
men of the grcatcfl: frugal ity^, and the moft ^ 
indefatigable induftry in their fcveral em- 
ployments.; which,, through the bleffing 
of God, proved a never- failing, refource 
for the many and large demands that, were 
made upon, them for tlie common caufe. 
F<^r cheic virtues youp ancefiors were fa 
greatly diftinguiihed in thofe times, that 
thought they were almoft all of them con* 
cemed in trade, a bankrupt was not known* 
among thern for many years* When in- 
ftance&.of this kind did happen, io ftridir 
was thqir church difcipUne,. and fo heinous* 
did they confidcr tlie vices which they 
thought to have been, inftrumental! ia 
bringing men's aff^ir^ to that cataftrophe, 
^at excommunication certainly followed 
ppoi) it} ftor could the bankrupt be re- 
ftorcd to church communion, till he had ^ 
clearly dcmonftratqd,. that Jie had not been 
guilty, of fraud, extravagance, or want of 
nduftry ; but that his misfortune was the 
^ of OodLt . 
. ' ' D 5, I.wifli^ 
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I w ih, my brethren, you would review 
the hiftory of the grtac worthies, froni 
whom vou have the honour ce be defcend- 
cd* Warm vour hearts with the recollec* 
tton of what* they did and fuffcred> innv^ 
sate their laudable indudry, adopt their 
ji^erous zeal ; retrench^ like them, the 
fupcrBuous expences of a frivolous andi 
luxurious age; and be liberal, as they 
were, in the caufe of religion, liix:rty^ and 
cruth. 

Give me leave to reprefent to you thofe 
circumftances^ in the prelenc ftate 'of th^ 
^iflenting incereft, and particularly of iti 
minifters, which make a con(iderable fit- 
pence abfolutely neceflfary to fupport th<f 
caufe, and w thotrt which that part of the 
intered which is nioft liberal, and worthy 
^f fupport,, mufl necefTarily declin^^ The 
intereft in which yoi^ are engagetl canAot 
be rerpe<5^abie, iinlefs your minifter^ be 
men of a liberal edocatioo, and feel them- 
jelves in a fituation, in which they itiay^ 
freely think and a£)r, as themfelve^ (hall 
judge the caufe of chriftianity^ and yoor 
inteceft demand. Tliis, you muft be ftmr 
jibia, requires not only a liberal edilcatidn^ 
but likewife a tibiral fupport. 

If you fay that the mioifters of the laft 

age 
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age hud fm;;iller fabrics than thofe of the* 
prefent, you fay what is true,,, but you de* 
Gfive yourfelvcs at the fame time. They 
did not receive fo much 2ls2l fixed ftipend-y. 
but, in many cafes, their farnilies- were al- 
moft wholly maintained 1:^ the bounty of 
their hearers.. 

In Ihort, minifters, in Uiofe days, be- 
ing free fnMn all anxiety about the things- 
of this world, either on their own acccnrnr^ 
or that of iheir families, were at liberty toi. 
give their whole attention to the proper) 
duties of their funftion 5 and notwithr- 
Handing rninifters feem to have been more 
dependent upoti their people, there never 
was a lime in whiclt minifters had more^ 
influence, and when their reproofs and 
cenfures were mbre feared. That this W4% 
very much the cafe formeijy, t can appeal, 
to the memory of many perfons now liv^ 
ing, or even to what isrnow the fatfl, in 
fame parts^ ofthe kingdom, where the old 
cuftoms have been religioufly kept up. 

At prcfent, though the falaries of mU 
nifters have been confiderably advanced* 
in^ comparifon>of what they wtre formerly,, 
all other advantages are, in general, very 
inconfiderable, and, from the fame caufes^ 
oauft. be. cxpefted to grow more fo* 
' D 6 Add 
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Add to this, that, the price of all nc- 
ceflary provifions is prodigiouOy advanced 
all over England. Moreover the tafte of 
living is much higher than it was, (o that 
the expences which cuftcm, ar Icaft, if not 
nature has made neceflary» in their cafe^ 
are more than double of what they were in, 
the memory of man. On chisaccount, the 
largeft income of any diflenting minifter is 
barely a decent maintenance for a family,, 
without a poflibility of la) ing up any thing 
for the ufc of a widow, or children, after 
his death. Indeed,, a genteel congregation 
would think themfelves difgraced by tho 
mean houfe-keeping, drefs, and appear* 
«ncc of their minifter, or his family. It 
is unfortunate, alfo, that minifters, by 
being invited to the tables of their richer 
hearers, too often acquire a tafte fbc 
high living themfelves, a tafle which, 
it would be ruinous to them to gratify: 
at home. 

The confequence of thefe di (courage- 
ments is a circumftance, which already be- 
gins to be very alarming to the diflenting 
intcreft. Formerly, when the miniftry was. 
lYiore reputable, perfons of fomc rank and 
fortune educated their Tons for it. Many 
ctf thefe minMlcrs^ being cafy in their cic- 
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Ciumftaaces, took no care about ibcir faU- 
ries, and were fo far from making a gaia 
of godlinefs, or even being fuppoited by 
il>e rntereft, that they concributed to its 
fupporr^ by pfeaching in places^ in which 
the lalary kept dwindling, tUl, after they 
died, a minifter could not be fupported. 
Many places have been iniircly (hut up in this 
manner. 

So well known are the flraits to which 
miniflers and their families have often beea 
reduced^ that few are now educated with ^ 
view to it, except young, perfons, who 
have a tura for learning, and whofe parents 
are unable to make any other provifion for 
them. Even perfons educated in this man- 
ffer arc fewer every year ; for it is a low way 
of Ji& indeed^ that wilt not produce more 
ptoffty^ which is the thing that the generality 
of parents chiefly confider -, fo that it is now 
no eafy matter to find young perfons. to edu- 
cate for the minifl:ry^ though it coft the 
parents little or nothing. 

What, then, is likely to be the confe- 
cjuence of this deficiency of minfters liber- 
?lly^.educaicd amoi^thc diflcnters? The 
intercft muft grow lefs rcfpedlAble, lay 
preachers, and perfons of an enthuafiictura 
of mind), and fuperficially inftruded, will 

grow 
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grow more numcroiw, or vacancies among- 
us muft be fuf^plied fiom Scotland-, ana 
bow they arc fupplfcd from this quarter^ 
let the Itare of the diflenting inrereft in the 
nonh of England teftify. What religious 
principles are they, that we can expedl to> 
hare brought among us by men who hare 
febfcribed tie SccUb ctmfefficn of faitb^ and 
the Ajfemhlfs eatecbifm? BeGdes that, in- 
general, only the Tcry refufc of the country,, 
and fuch as can get no preferment at home, 
C2n be expefted to migrate into England. 
When I fay this 1 leave room to fuppofe^ 
and I know there are, many exceptions. 

The only method by which diefe evils- 
can be remedied, is to make the diflenting^ 
minillry an obje6t worth the attention, of 
perfons of a liberal educatton, and this is 
only in tte power of gentlemen of fortune 
TO do.- Exeiiyourfelycs, my brethren, for 
this purpofe. Revive the zca^of your an-- 
*eftors, and dtfpofe of your fuperfluous^ 
weaUh in this good'old cauje. Behave to- 
wards your mimfters, not with a fuperftitin 
CU5 reverence, but with that refpedt which^ 
a regard to virtue, learning, and rellgio!*' 
oughtto cnfcTJce. Treat them with gencf 
rofiry, and exaft no fervile compliancei 
frorp theft? ; but coafider.them as* your fa^ 

perioj^ 
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pernors with rcfpeSt to office, whatcvef 
yoiir rank, in life ms£y be, ymir equals as 
men and gentlemen, and your inferiors in 
nothing but what will always make fools and 
kna.es fuperior to men of fenfe and virtue* 
There arc many coflgre^ations of diffcnters, 
which fully anfwer this dfefcriptioi^, nay 
which exceed whatever can be-reafonably 
cxpedked of them, 

« 

SECTION Y. 

Advice to Minillers* 

. , ■ ■ ■ ' • 

WITH the fame freedom with which 
I have treated the hity among us^ 
I would fubjoin a word of advice to the 
minijlers. Propriety of conduft on your 
part wilt go a great way towards replacing 
your order in that refpeftable fituation^ in- 
whtch I mo^ heartily wi(h to fee it. Im^' 
bibe tue fpirit of yourreligk)n, and of your 
office* Without adopting ail the aufk:rity 
of your predeceflbrs, whofe mincU were 
made more fevdreby the hardships they had 
fuffcred, reffaia frorti giving into the icvi^ 
ties of the age in which we live. -Let ie be 
manifeft tlut ^ you are no lovers of what is 
called • j^^^f, or given to diflipation^ 
that you are nq flaves to your a^pHitt^ aad 

have 
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have nothing of conceit^ ot vanUyy, with» 
rtfpeft to your pcrfons^ your dicft, .or yout 
ulents. Avoids alfo,, ail cxpenfivc (hew 
in furniture and Grnacnenr of every kind.. 

This caution againft giving into an ex- 
ceffive love of pleafure, and indulgjing a 
turn forgaityanq diflipauon, which arefo 
prevalent in the p^Epfept age, isiftrongly en^ 
torccd by a regard to your parricular fitua- 
tion, as pcrfons who pretend to think more 
freely thao othere; You are not unacquaint- 
ed^ that the popular cry againft you is^ 
that you a^ more freely too, and arc 
Ipfe fcrupulous with r-fifped* to proprietyj* 
decency, and moral ftrianefs of behaviour-^ 
and the fufpicion is nor, altogether, with- 
out foundation. Such is the nature of manj^, 
tJMtt we are prone to run into extremes ^ fo: 
thatj having once called in queftion the 
principles* of our ariceilors> ^e are too apt 
to think them to have been abfijf d iand wroncx 
in every thing. Indeed a great deal of.their 
external ftiivStnefs was certainly fuperftiiious,. 
apd fome of the good cuftoms they kept up 
wcrej with." rcfpeft to ibem, built on fall* 
princjplesu Thele,^ therefore,, being thrown 
dlpw^i,; whatever relied upon thtni, how 
gpod i^ever in itfelf, falls with them. 

Eur,, .being. aware of thiSrj let us^ my 

brethicrh 
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brethren, be upon our guard againft the 
licentioufnefs of reformation. Let us not 
be precipitate, but endeavour to feparate 
iht wheat from the cbaffi and, before we 
abfolutely rejed any thing, let us confirier. 
wheihcr other, and better reafons may not 
be given for it, than thofe by which it haa^ 
been enf reed upon us. Having difcarded 
every thing of fuperftition, and what is falfe 
and ufdefs in religion, let us be the more 
zealous in -the obfervance of what appears 
upon examination, to be genuine and uie- 
fuL 

I cannot help thinking that, in thiscafe^ 
the apoftle's example, to become all things tc 
ail ffien-y and his advice about the conduft 
of thofe who are ftrong towards thofe who 
^rt'weaky Ihould engage us to a conformi- 
ty, at lead for a time, in every thing that 
is innocent, to the prejudices of others* 
This we (hall certainly do, if wc mean tpr 
}^ivc to others a favourable opinion of our- 
felves, and of our principles; if we have 
any thoughts of winning upon them, and 
do not Jntend to exafperate them againft us, 
and to induce . them, from the mere fpiri^ 
ot oppolition, to perfift inobftinately hold-^ 
ing their errors and prejudices. 

'Do not fail to inculcate theie confideran 
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tions upon the laitj^ whofe fltuation and 
tircumftances lay them under It Is reftraint 
than yourfelvcsj and whofe freedom from 
the prejudices of ihrir anceftors is, in many 
cafes, by no me.ins to be placed to the ac-^ 
count of a love of truth, or can be called 
the refult of mature and fcriousexaminaiion.. 
Many of them laugh at the ftrift obfervance 
of the Lord's day^ and regularity inthetimcs 
of puMic and private devotion, ^'^ Juperjli-^ 
tion, and not nectffarily conne<!:ted v\ithr 
moral condu<5>. 1 liey fneer at the doc- 
trines of a trinity in unity, original fin, pre* 
deftination, and atonement, &c. btcaufe^ 
at ftrft view, they are rayftrrious and unin- 
telligible; but ftom the lame fuper&Jak 
turn of mind, they negie<% the Lord's iup- 
f>er, drfcard family prayer, never cateehize 
their children, and areaptf to ncgleft devo- 
tion in aU its fbrms*^ Becauft they thiok 
they need not extirfoiey they will notlbi 
much as reftrain their appetites •, and- dread-^ 
ing the imputation of precifemsfs and rigour,, 
they abandon thcmfelves to ablblUtc licen-* 
tioufnefs^ io that having nothing about 
chem whereby they can be diflingiiifhed asu 
ibrifiians^ they rcfemble, m all refpcdtii 
the mere men oftbis^orld^ and feme of 
tfc W) e^en iimk whop Gi$d is their belfy, md. 
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tJbhnJe glory istbarjhame, who mind earthly 
things only. 

1 00 many of thefe modern freethinkers, , 
having indulged thcmfclves, without re- 
krvt^ id laughing at every thing they can- 
not comprehend) take it into their h/ads to 
be offended at the Jewijh religion. They 
make no fcraplc to ridicule the divine mif* 
fion and miracles of Mofes; and after this' 
it will not be wondered a.t» that they often 
r^jc6t the chriftlan revelation alfo. To 
trace this fiatal unthinking progrefs a little 
fiirther: ftilt they will pretend to expeft a 
future ftate of rew^ds and punifhments, 
from the prittciplei of the light of nrtturej 
but whcil once they have advanced thus far 
ID. irifidclity, they are generally foon con- 
tent to rank rhen^fislves with the bea(h that 
peri<h>^ that i^ they ^^e^ in fadb, at lead 
to all pra£lical pui^fes, Jtheifts. And* 
t^gh, they m^iy chemfelves, through the 
inftiiaeAce^ of good f^rinciples^ and early ha- 
hm^ continue to lii^ fober and refpe^ble- 
li'tcSj their pofterity, not having the fame 
advarti»gev but^ on the contrary, bein^ 
broiigh* up in* gre^lt ignorance with refpeft 
to religion, and fret|uentiy Kearjog the 
gr^ fanAioQS of virtue treated with ridi- 
cule, may be expend in many cafirs, (ef- 

pccially 
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pccially confidering the bias of the prcfchfr 
age) to be utterly profligate and abandon- 
ed. 

When perfons have, in this manner/ 
thrown off all regard to religion « can it be 
fuppofed they will have any ftrong attach- 
ment to the dijfenting inter ejl ?, S<m)C of then^ 
a)ay continue to rank among u$> from a re- 
gard to the principles of libenyj and other 
political confideracions; but vfhcn religion- 
makes no part of the ucy it may be expedt- 
ed, in gcneral> that the laity. will be go*. 
Vcrned, by their own fccular inteteft ; and 
if, through ibe infiuence of the fame caufes>. 
a minifter have become an unbeliever in 
the rel gion he profeffts to teach, I do not 
fee why he may not, with equal confiftency,. 
officiate in the church of England,, the- 
church of Uonae, or among thie Moham-i^ 
medans, as among the diffenters^ 
. This, however, is too often the progrefs.- 
of infidelity -with the thoughtkfs and half 
thinking laity t and to keep them in a pro^ 
per medium, mufl be owned to be of great, 
importance,, and a o^atcer Qf great difficuU 
ty. I know of nothing thajt is fo likely, to . 
he effectual for this purpofe, as the prodeoc 
cpndu.£l, and true moderation of mifiifbers« 
Let it appear^ by the whole of your beha-> 

luour^ 
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virmV, that you ^xtferious chrifthnsj and 
not alhamed of any praftices whidi are of 
real ufc to forma chfiftian and devour tem- 
j>er. Let it be feen, that the doftrines of 
chriftainity hare a real and happy cfFeft 
upon your hearts and lives^ 'and that, by 
virtue of a pra6tic\l faith in its great princi- 
ples you are poflcfled of ah uniform chear» 
lulnefsof mind, are enabled to live in a firm 
confidence in divine providence, under all 
the events of. life, and pctpared to die 
with compofure and good hope. 

Carefully avoid infulting or ridiculing 
thofe who differ from you in opinion, ef- 
pecially thofc who retain the principles you 
yourfelves once held. This flidws as much 
bigotry and want of real candour as their 
cenforioufnefs, and rcadinefs to pafs afen- 
tence of damnation upon you. Nay, it 
may be faid, in excufe for their zeal irt 
condemning your opinions, that they con- 
fider .them as inconfiflent with falvacion-, 
wTicrcas you do not pretend that their opi-" 
nions^^are fo dangerous to them. Ther^- 
may, therefore, be the (incereft fnendfliip 
in thdr anger, but there is wanton cruelty 
in your laughter. 

Let it appear that the principal objcft of 
youc attention is the proper duty of your 

profeffion. 
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profcfl[U>n, afHd let no tafte you may have 
for any of the polite arts^ as mufic, paint- 
ing, or poetry, -nor a capacity for improve* 
mtnlh'mfdcncei engage you to make them 
more than an nimffmenl to you, or, at the 
moft) anyn^tC'than anobjcftoffccondary 
coniickFauon. Let not even the ftudy of 
jf^culatiw ibe^kgy prevent your applying 
yourfelf chiefly to the advancement ot ^vV- 
tue among ,ycur hearers. Let your conduct 
demonftvate, ilM^you conlider one foul re- 
claimed frqm vicious habits, or even one 
perfon's n>ind confirmed in any good re- 
filutioD, as a greater acquiiiiion to'3ou,' 
than the detection of any fpeculative error, 
the illuftration of any know truth, or the 
difcovery of any new ones. 

With rclpe^ to your general manner of 
behaviour, kt not a fen fe of your inferiority 
to your hearers, in point of fortune, lead 
you into any mean .and fervile compliarKes 
with their foibles arKl opinions } nor,- on 
the other h^nd, let a fenfe of the«dign*ty 
of your office, or jour advantage rn poirttf 
of fcnfe iwid leaf ning, .beiray.you into pride, 
arrogance^ and an overheariug detifive 
manner in converfation, w.hich cannot fait 
to. give offence. Study human nature and 
mankind, but with qo other view than to 

, do 
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io them good Endeavour to be chear^ 
ful, polke (asfaraa^hat term conveys the 
idea of a realbnable defire to pleafe) and free 
From afFeftation, Take no pains to con- 
ceal any natural peculiarity of manner^ 
that is innocent in itfelf, and not ofFenfivc 
to others j for, above all things, JimpUcity 
of cbaraS^Ty and the grcateft freedom from 
artiBce and vdifguife, becomes die teachers 
of the religion of Jefus Chrift. 

Let it appear that, in confequence of be* 
ing much converfant with fubjcds fuited to 
your profefllon, you have acquired a luperi-? 
ority of mind to this world, and all the 
things ,of it; that you are chiefly folicitous 
about the faithful and impartial difjhargeof 
your duty (which is to inculcate upon others 
the fame chriftian temper and condud, of 
which you exhibit an example in yourfelv^es) 
and let it appear, that this confcioufnefs of 
d<»ng your duty, gives you a praiHcal an4. 
habitual reliance on the providence of God, 
for the fupply of your wants^ and the care 
of* your families after you are dead. ; 

* If, however, you have a fair opportu- 
nity of making provifion for futurity, by- 
no means negle<5t to do it ; and I iincerely 
wifh that every ftudent for the chriftian 
miniftry among the diilenters would, <in ti^e 

courfe 
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courfc of his education, give attention t# 
thofe brandies of knowledge, by which he 
TTiight be of ufe to focicty, independent of 
his profefl'ion as a minifter. This would 
prove a rclmircc to him in a day ofadverfi- 
TV, and, in the mean time would make 
him be regarded by his people with more of 
that refpctft, which is always paid to pei^- 
fons that are independent of them. 

It was not my purpofe to def^end to 
particular advifeSy but there are two fub- 
je6ts, on which I think I ought not to 
omit this opportunity of addreffing you. 
The firft, and the moft important is, that 
you take proper meafures to promote r^- 
ligioHs knowledge among your hearers, by 
no means neglefting to ground them wcl.l 
in the true principles of our diflVnt. It is 
notorious, that along with the fpirit of con- 
troverfy the love of truth has, in too great 
a mcafure, left usi and that many of our 
youth, particularly in genteel and opulent 
families, are brought up in great igno- 
ranee. 

Family prayer, and confequently the i%- 

gular reading of the fcriptures, being laid 

afidr, the younger branches of the family 

have a very imperfeft acquaintance with the 

K:ontents of the facred books*, and it is to be 

feared 
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f<^Fed that, their poften ty, being of courie ftili 
more^ ignorant, will koow Uttle or nothing of 
the digi^reiK^ between one mode of chriftia-^ 
nity iad^BQtjiei:, or concerning chriftianity 
itfelf I and thaj: a very trifling circumftance 
niay co>overt jtihe nomiiial diflenter into a 
n.ominai: churchman, and the nominal chris- 
tian into an unbeliever^ and of the moil 
profligate kind. Whereas, if men a£tual« 
ly read, and ftudy their bible, and con- 
fequemly underftand their religion, there 
nauft be fome uncommon fatality in their 
cdrcumftances, if they diH^elieve it, or be-»- 
come indifl^erent to it; and if a man really 
knows the; ground of pur rational dijfent 
from the church of England, 1 will ven- 
ture to fay, that, if he has been educated 
in it, he muil bid adieu to virtue, and the 
prime of virtues, integrity^ before he can dc-> 
iert thediffentipg intereft. 
' The fecond fubjeft of my advice ^efpeflJ^ 
your manner of preachings or the delivery 
of your fermons. It appears to me that 
there are two extremes in this cafe, and that 
l^orfi of them are too prevalent among us. 
Some minifters, whofe difooqrfes are ex- 
cellent, deliver them with a fhamcful care-. 
lelTnefs and unconcern, with no force or 
Wcrgy, fuited to their importance. This. 

E manner 
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manner of preaching can never engage a^ 
fuitable attention. The difeourfes of the 
lame perfons are ilfo, generally, too refined 
for the common people. Such preaching 
therefore, can neither be underftood, notfelt^ - 
by the hearers* How then can it profit 
.them ? For the fame reafdn, it cannot pleafe. • 
And how can a manexpeft to be well attend-* 
ed, who communicates neither profit nor 
pleafure ? 

On the other hand, feme of our minif- 
tcrs feem to ftudy nothing but the art of 
harranguing the populace. Not concent' 
with fpef^king with that earneftnefs and dig*' 
riity which becomes the importance of the 
things they have to deliver, their principal 
objeft is merely to txcitcziemfordty etnationi ^ 
if they be not feeking their own praifc, and 
emolument. •* 

With thefe views^itbeconpies a maxima 
i^ith them tf^at erery difcourfe muft be 
ftriking, or afftdingV ''^hich neceflarily' 
begets a falfe tafte in eloquence, and gives 
them a habit of flour ilhing, or bawling, upon 
the moft indifferent fubjedls^ till at length, 
infenfible of the change in themfelves, they 
come never to fpeak from juft and real feel-' 
ings\ but their whole lervice is a piece of 
Mrtifice^ vifiblc to every man of fcnfe, and- 

wh© 
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who IS acquainted with human nature, an J 
pleafing to none but thofe who are dupes td 
the groffeft illufions; who are charmed 
with every noift,. arid agitated with every 
motion of the limbs, or contortion of the 
features, 

. To guard againft both thefe extremes, 
was, one would think, the eafieft thing in 
the world; but infaft, it is by no means. 
fo. The foundation, however, of a good 
and juft delivery is to be truly ferious, to 
understand and feel every thing a man fays,, 
and to exprefs himfelf in the mpft natural 
manner. The former of thefe belongs to. 
the virtues of the heart, but the latter muft 
be acquired by the ufe of proper means j 
moie efpecially great pains muft be taken 
to form the voice for fpeaking to aMarge 
company. Otherwife, a perfon wKq has 
been ufed to fpeak only to a few people, 
in a room of an ordinary fize, will have no 
idea of making himfelf heard by a large au- 
diencc, without lofing his natural empha- 
fis, cadence, and tone of voice. He, is 
therefore, fure to contra6t foAie aukward 
and abfurd habit, even though he be evec 
£0 ferious and in earneft, and confcqiently 
have noafFeftation. 

The arc of public fpcakingi^ therefore,' 

E 2 m'^ij: 
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mull be ftudicd) and the inftruftions of a 
mafler muft be accompanied with frequent 
excrcife. But wjicn this is done, ^nd when 
praftice has macle xthabituaU ^juft temper 
9f mind is ^11 that is requifite to Form the 
moft perfeft fpeaker; by whichrmcaix 
not. one whofc talents will ftr^ke the bulk 
of nriankind, or gain hjn) the mod npify 
applaufe^ but whofe njann^r will comnlanq 
the attention of thofe who are difpofed tQ 
tl>ink. 

If a man have not reputation in view, 
if he aim at, npthing befidts making con- 
verts to truth and virtue, and will c6xittTit 
himfelf with endeavouring fimply. to con- 
vey his ovfn jufty and fometimes warm con^ 
ceptions ta others, he will fpeak fo as to in^ 
form, or animate, them as occafion will re- 
quire. He will make them think pf,^ un- 
derf^and, and a6l upon,. wha{: h^f^ys* Anci 
the reputation he indireSly acquires, though 
It will be lefs than that of many who lefs de- 
fer ve it, will hc/uffident; and if he be a 
good man, and a good chriftian, it will 
content hitiv 
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SECTION VL 

Of the low ftatc of the diffenting inferefi, and 

the caufes of it. 

IT IS poffible that fomc of thofc who are 
called rational dijfenters may be difcou- 
r^ed by xht fmallnefs of the party ^ and tht 
{bemingly declining ftate df the intercft; 
But this is an objeftion that'will hardly bfeac 
to be atoWed, and can only have weight 
with wealc minds. Thectiitfe of truth and 
liberty can n^ver ceafe to be tefpeflable, 
whether ks advocates be few or'mahy. Ra* 
thfer. If the catife be juft ttnd hbrioUrable, 
the frttdller Isthe jiafty that fuppdrtlt, thfe 
fewtr there are to fhare that ^honour with 
us. It Caft never be matter dfpraife to any. 
man to join a iriiiltitude, but to be fingultir 
in a good thing is the greatefl ptaife. It' 
Ihows a povs^er of difcernment, ahd forti- 
tude of mind, not to be overborne by thoife 
unworthy motives, which are ialwaysK>n th^ 
fide of the majority, whether their caofc be 
good or bad. 

That -there are few diffenters of Very 
large fortunes, efpecially in the country, 
is very true^ but it may ht accourttfcd 
l(^, in a mannidr.that is far from reflcftifig 
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church of England. : It is acknowledged' 
but, at the fame time, it is apprehended 
that when the members of the eftablifli- 
mcnt confider all the circumftances attend- 
ing thefe converftonsy they will fee little to 
boaftof in the acqulfition. It is well known 
fthat hiahyofthem h^ve beea men of pro- 
fligate lives, or defpicable charafters, who 
were difmiffed with ignominy from th<e 
fervice of the diflenters; others, there is 
xeafon enough to fuppofe, found notliing 
(amongthediffentersfuited to their anabitious 
;Vjews. It may perhaps be true, thatfomecould 
.not get a decent pi^iintenance by their labours. 
However the clafs of diflenters to which they 
acknowledged to have belonged (viz. thofe 
jwhoj.in their fentiraents, differ the molt 
from the principles of thp church of Eng- 
.land^ is a fuffi<:ient indiqition Qiwhdt kind 
muft have beeo the motives of their con- 
formity. For, as.it can never be pre- 
tended, that they . Have changed their fenti- 
ments concerning thofe articles, which the 
rational partof the diffenters objed to the 
moft in the church of England, the mo- 
tives cpuld not be ferious conviSlion ; fo that 
their fiibfcripti on to articles which they do 
not believe, but which they continue to 
(>reach againA> and even to laugh at, mufl: 

E4 ■ 4ther 
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ekiier hotre been a fubfcription to them ds 
^afticles of peace y or as far as they ai^e 
'dgreeabk t$ $be Jcriptures^' or with foirte 
mh^r of thofc miferabk equivocations^ the 
iutility of which has been fo clearly expofed 
fey the author oif the Confeffionah 

If, howcTw, any diffenting tfiinifter hA 
really, from full convi^Hon of miDd, ek 
mtimo, fuhfcribed his aflent and confent fo 
mB, and tvery of the thirty nine articles of the 
•dmrcb of Engiaind, and alfo to all fthd ^ac^ 
thing elfe that a clergyman is required «> 
fubfcnbc (the pofllbility of which' 1 -Sb iMft 
Jlbfolutely deny) I Ibink the lofs i8-% tfb 
Itrekns to be regretted. Let tbebig«(s 
to "lihe church fct a high >^a!lue tipdft Wi*t. 
iHc 5s rdra wAs 4n ierfis^ nigre^tfimiK^ 
^no. ' [ »" ; 

Perfona i^Wm defccndcd frbiti hWAr- 
*fefs bf the thufth' of ^^gTind, -n^ib^-Sirt 
cdifcattd'bydcigytatn,'who i^e irittbatfdi- 
toJ iflto tire mrniftry iat: »n EH^ifli ukitirrtl- 
tf^-VthtttHfeolo^y^ if I bei^ightfy itlftfrtejetf, 
Jrrdkes'no^part of thcii' ftufly, and #hcfc it 
Is thp ttiflom tb fabftribe at a tnh^ 'of Wft;, 
t^h^ri it cahiibt beibppofedthcy h^iftitfi'ett- 
fcd lorn the nature bt the^iofn? ^^|;i6^,ft^ 
that they do no more than alll theh* friends 
atiti atquuiflUnce do, and coMtimiistodb, 
" "^ v- with- 
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withcmi the leaft fcraple ; and who, p^fhaps, 
never heard any objcftion made to it, arfe t6 
be cohfidcredin a very differeht light fmrri 
diffehting miliiftcrs, who generally ftudy* 
theological fubjeifts with grfeit Ciairej ^hd 
alfo, in confcquence of hearing the bu&nfefil 
of fubfcriptidn frequently difcuffed^ cartndt 
but have reftefted on the naturfe of folemnly 
fubfcribing to what they do nt)t'bfeHfevfc,* 
and of repeating, inafts of divine Worfhip^ 
l^rhat their corifden(5es difclaim. Every 
allowance may reafonably be mifle ibrthe 
former; but, I own, that I can ftiake no 
apology for the latter, except fudh an apb- 
logy as may be made for facrificing, in any 
other cafe, the facred rights of confcience 
to fome other confiderarion. 

I cannot help confidertng the clefgy of 
the church of Scotland as more criminal iii 
the article of fubfcription than the clergy 
of the church of England; becaiife the 
courfe of their ftudies neCeflarily brings thft 
fubjeft more frequcricly in thefr view. In- 
deed, with refpeft to all matters of theo- 
Ibgy, the niinds of the Scotch minifters are 
certainly, of late years, much more enfight- 
ehed, and yet their praftice is not more re- 
forfned. Numbers of the young minitteriS 
iavow the>r d.fbelief of the Scotch confcffioh 
of faith, &c. they fee the'tufinefs of fub- 

E5 Jcription 
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Tcription to it in its jufl: and odious light ; 
they cannot help feelings or forbear com- 
plaiaing of the impofition ; and yet I can« 
fiot fay that I have heard of many of thefe 
told' freethinkers refufing to fubfcribe, and 
4br fo paltry an advantage as a Scotch liv- 
ng. I call it paltry when I confider the 
^ice that is paid for it. As a falary for a 
minifter, I think it fufficient, and refped- 
•able. But certainly it argues a bafer foul 
in a man^ to facrifice his confcience for a 
finall than for a great confideration. 

Upon the whole, when the reafons of the 
fmall number of diflenters are fuch as have 
been reprefcrited, this fmallnefsof theirnum- 
bcr is far from being a matter of refledkion 
upon them, or what they need to be afham- 
<A of. Befides, there are many important 
ends which the exiftence of ihedHTeniing 
intereft anfwers, even with refpeft to the 
cftabliflicd church itfelf, which make it well 
worth fupporting. It neceffarily operates 
as a check upon the clergy, and prevents 
them from finking into that indolence^ 
luxury, igrK)rance, and arrogance, to 
uhich, as men, with little or no controul, 
they would otherwifebe morefubjcft j and 
their literary pride muft be kept within 
bounds by feeing, among the diflenters, 
men equal tQ thcmfelvcs in genius, appli- 

catioA 
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"(Cation to.ftudy^ and an acquaintance with 
all branches of ufeful fcience. 

This circumftance cannot fail alfo to 
roufe a laudable emulation, which will be 
of unlpeakable advantage to the interefts 
both of polite literature, and of real krjow- 
ledge of all kinds. And without a diffent* 
ing intereft of fome kind, there would 
hardly be a poffibility of any reformation in 
the churchy an event which the wifeft and 
beft among the clergy earneftly wilh for, 
and are labouring to bring about. Light 
• always breaks out by degrees, and is only 
from feeing a variery o^ experiment Sy as they 
may be called, of reformation, that the 
nation in general can be able to judge what 
are real improvements, and fcleft fuch as 
' will beft fuit themfelves. 

If, therefore, there be any, who are 
friends of the church of England, on any 
other account than the profpeft of provid- 
ing for fome of their relations and depen- 
dents by its emoluments, they cannot (hew 
a truer regard to it, than by favouring the 
diffenting intereft; becaufe, whatever is 
decent and refpedtable in the church is, in 
fome meafure, owing to the diffenters. 
So long as the diffenting intereft isa nurfe- 
jy for men of liberal and enlarged minds, 
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who make it their ftudy to reftorc chrjT- 
tianky to its primitive (implicit^ ^and 
man^ fuch it can boaft at preient) (6 long 
as it is the caufe of civil and religious I4 «^ 
^erty (which it can never ccafe to *bc^ aad 
fo long as it is a check upon the 'diforaers 
into wnich the cftabliflicd clergy Would 
otherwife fink (which, alfo, it can n^ver 
ceafe to be) it muft appear i truly refptc- 
tahU intcreft, in the ey.es of aU men who 
are capable of enteltaining jufl; and gene* 
rous views of things, though it be ever io 
inconfiderable with refpeft to numtfers. 

As to the number of diffenters in Eng- 
land, it muft beconfidered, that, notwith*' 
ftanding the feeming declenfion of what 
we call the rational part of the diffenters, 
there is, perhaps, rather an increafe than a 
decreafe upon the whole. Thofe who are 
called IndependentSy retain all the zeal of 
the old puritans; and though feveral of 
their focieties are become what we call 
mortfree in their fentiments, they receive 
daily recruits from the Metbodiftsi and 
many very numerous focieties of Indepen- 
dents have been formed inrirely out of 
that body. Even thefe new made diffea- 
ters will, by degrees, neceffarily come to 
think freely, andfup^ly the places of thofe 
a jational. 
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rationai^^ but ,loke-warni diflenters, who 
are daily ubfortpcd either iii the church or 
in irreligion ; and thus may the circulalipn, 
at leaft, be kept up. 

I cannothclp conlidering the Methjidiftf 
as raifpdup by diyiqc providence, at a moft 
lealpnafble juhAure, as a barrier agaiaft 
the encroachments of ccclefiaftical tyranny, 
in the declenfion of the old diff^nting in- 
tereft. For whatever be the real Views of 
their leaders , one great point, in favour of 
the diflBnung*'ihta"efl:, Isijgaihed with all 
the Methodifts; which is, that though 
•they comrhunidate'with'the churc^h of Eng- 
land, they are no longer attached to the 
'hierafchy as fudh. That blind and bi- 
gdfed attachment, vvhich is the great hold 
thai the clergy have on the rriinds of thfe 
comtoon people^ i^ 'bfoken, the rtiortierit 
'they can chufe to wOrflbip God ^vichodt 
the walls of the parifh church, aTid with- 
out the ufe of the common prayer-book. 
Their minds are, from that time, at li- 
berty to corifider the expediency 6f d ffer- 
cnt fofiiis of vvorfhip, and to adopt that 
to which'their judgment Ihall give the pre- 
ference; ah'd as public woffhip is univer- 
lally condiffted among them,* in the famfe 
niarih* as anHong'fhe diffchters/they afe 

already 
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already in the way to us, frpm the efta* 
bliftied church. When fuch a fpirit of re- 
formation is raifed, it w;ll not be in the 
power of thofe who have the mod inilu- 
CDjce.among.them to fay, Hitb&tojhall H 
go and no farther^ It is not improbable, 
th^t a great revolution may take place in 
their affairs, when the heads of two or 
three of their prefent leaders fliall be laid 
in the grave. 

SECTION vir. 

Of the divided ft ate of the dijfentinginleref, 

T A M aware of another circumftance, 
■*' which may make thediffenting intereft 
. appear defpicable in the eyes of fonie j 
and I fhall not conceal, but conHder, and 
reply to the objedion that arifes* from it. 
We are fplit into fuch a number of feSs 
and parties (fome of which difcoyc?r a 
mean, contradted, and illiberal fpirit, treat- 
ing their antagonifts with hatred and ab- 
horrence, while others treat theirs with a 
fupercilious contempt) that fome perfons 
may be afhamed or having any thing to 
do with us. The charge is, in a great 
mcafure, true^ but this divided Jtate of 

the 
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the diflenting intereft is infcparable from 
the freedom we all profefs and enjoy, and, 
conrequently, from the great good that 
evidently arifes from the excrcife of th^ 
freedom. 

Befides, it is wrong to confider the dif- 
fenters as one body. They have nothing 
neceffarily in common, but their claim to 
worfhip God according to the diftates 
of their own confciences; thofe confci- 
cnces, being the confciences of different 
men, diftate very different things; and 
no perfon is refponfible for more than his 
own fentiments and conduft. I cannot 
but fay, however, that I heartily wifh all 
the feds of difienters would confider, that, 
in confequence of their agreement in this 
one circumftance, concerning their na- 
' tural right to worfliip God according to 
the didlates of their own confciences, they 
have great interefls in common; and, that 
;they would, for this reafon, entertain lefs 
animofity againfl one another, on account 
of the things in which they differ. 

Though it happen, that in the town in 
which you live, there be no fociety of dif- 
fenters that you can intirely approve of, 
it can hardly happen, but that there will 
be fome, which if you confider ferioufly, 

you 



^ou may more confcientioufty joift .with, 
Ihan with tKe church of England. If we 
take in every thing relating todoftrine, dif- 
cipline, and method of worlhip, I think 
there. is no fed or denomination among 
us, that is not nearer to the ftandard of the 
gofpel than the eftablifhed church; fo that, 
even in thofe circumftances, you will be a 
diflenrer, if reafon, and not paffion, or prc^ 
judice, be your guide. 

If ^hdn you refide for any time in thfe . 
t!ountry,you chufeto go to church rathc^ 
than to the diflenting meeting-houfe, be- 
cSitife the diflenters happen to make no 
gWat figore in the place; if you feel any 
thing VSitJhdmey upon feeing the external 
meaninefs of the intereft, and fecretly wifti 
to haVfc your connexions with it concealed j 
conclude, that the yj>/r// of this werldhsA 
^ot too muchliold of you, and that religt- 
ous motives have loft their influence. 

If this be your general praAice (and 1 
wifh 1 could fay it was not fo, with manfy 
of the more opulent among us) ydu, atfe 
but half a dffferiter; and a few more worldly 
Confiderations would throw you intirely 
into the church of England, or into any 
'Church upon e^rth. With this tenrtper of 
ifiniiild yoti WOtild, in -primitive timcs/havc 

been 
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been afhamed of cbriftianiiy itfelf, and 
have joined the more fafhionable and 
pompous heathen worfhip. But confider 
what our Lord fays with a view to all fuch 
t:irGumftances as thefe, Whojoever Jhall b'e 
afhamed of me^ and of my wordSy of him aljo 
jhaU the fon of man be afhamedy when he 

, 'iometh in the glory of his father ^ with his holy 
eingels. 

• General, alas ! and fatal is the influence 
ttfajhion \i\ what ft ought to have th6 
leaft cdncern i^frith, matrets of religion. 
Meitiber^ of the reformed churches on xht 
Continent, who are generally prefbyterians, 
feldom fcraple to join the epifcopal 
church of Englarfd, evidehtly for no other 
• reafon, ihan betauft it is the mdft illuftri- 

.t>«s of the pr6teftant c'hurches in th? 
Iflisind; add becaufe, in this connexion, 
they are ttiare in the way of being taken 
ifioticie of by peifohs of ft^ufe and diftinc- 
tion, and thereby .advancing themfelves 
in life. Rapin, the hiftori:an, ackndWT 
ledgedhlmfdf'to beaprefbyt'erian, but at 
the fame time ki^owcd hiscbnftantconiimu- 
mort W\t\i the* church of England when he 
rcfidedhere. 

If you be an unitarian, and, in other re- 
§)e6ts, one of thdfe who are called the 

free- 
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free thinking party ainong the diflenfers; 
and if there be no diflenting place of 
wor(hip that you can conveniently attend, 
except o^e belonging to thofe who are of 
t'le rigid Independent party; and if you 
think that, in joining with them/you coun- 
.tenance many antichriftian errors; ftiil^ you 
flioiild confider that, • in going to the eftar 
bliflied church, you not only countenance 
the vt\y {?Ln\e anticlm/lian errors y but an 
antichrijlian hierarchy alfo, and a nuxnbcr 
of other abufes, which can never fubfiil 
among any feft of diffenters whafever^ 
And it appears to me, that every man.is 
tinder an obligation^ to fupport the public 
worfhip of God, in that manner vyhich he 
nioft approves upon the whol^, notwith- 
Handing it may contain m.any .things 
which he cannot approNfe;. provided that 
it be fo circumftanced, that his attendance 
Upon doth not imply his joining in iariy 
thing that is finful. . '^ 

If you be of. the other party of diffen- 
ters, I need fay nothing tp perfuade you to 
adhere to the intereft. ThouffK. you are 
much nearer to the.eftabljfhedcpurch thaq 
any other party of diffenters, you juftly 
confider the points in which you do differ 
from ic, to be of fo much importance, 

that 
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that you will maintain the reparation in the 
loweft ftate poflible, rather than give it up 
intirely. 

Befides, as you do not lay fo much 
(Irefs upon a learned minijlry^ a number of 
you, fofmall as not to be able to fupport 
a regular minifter, can meet together, and 
edify one another, after the manner of the 
primitive church; which I mention not 
with ridicule, but with real approbation. 
Ghriftianity may, furely, exift without the 
aid of human learnings and the notion of 
the validity of the adminiftrationof chrif-^ 
tian ordinances, depending upon any par- 
ticular order of men, who muft fubfift 
wholly by the miniftry, is, 1 think, ex- 
ploded by us all* 

I would ferioufly advife all perfons whd 
have families, and who cannot confcienti- 
oufly join in public worfhip with any chrif- 
tian focietiiss in their neighbourhood, to 
fet up the public worfhip of God in their 
own houfes, and to invjte, or permit others 
to join them in it. In this mod reafonable 
praftice, all unitarians may be afliftcd by 
the Forms that I lately pubUfhed/^r C7"»//j- 
nan IVorJhip^ or Mr. Lindfey's Liturgy. 
Commentaries on the Scriptures, and ex- 
cellent Difcourfes, may cafily be had; 

and 
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and furely they are not the lefs edify mg 
for being printed. 

Divifjons among diflenters cannot afford 
any better foundation for an objcftion to 
the diflcnting intereft, than divifio.ns i- 
hibng chriftians in general afford for an 
objection to chriftianity itfelf. Indce4 
this circuiiiftance cannot fupply a juft and 
teafonable obieftion to "any fchcaic of re- 
ligronj for there are feds and parties itk 
iherh all. 

To conclude, I do not know that I 
have concealed any thing relating to the 
diflcnting intereft, that can afford aay pcr- 
fon a pretence for deferting its and recom- 
mending what 1 haveTaid in reply to the 
various objeftions to it, and cdncerning 
the diftculties and difcour^emtnts at* 
tending it, with ^^hat I haVe farther ad- 
viahced in favour of it, to your deliberate 
and candid attention, 

I am Gentlemen,^ 

Your very humble Servant;, 



J. PRIESTLEY, 
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T CANNOT conclude thi? ADDRESS- 
* without mentioning a circumftance, 
which may be thought to be trifling, but 
which has an evident connexion with 
things that arc of confiderable confequence, 
j^nd which did not immediately fall under 
any of the heads of the preceding feftions. 
It is the growing negleft of attendance on: 
fublic worjhip^ among thofe who are called 
rational aijfenters. This is, at the fame 
tiime, a caufty and an effeff of .the prevail- 
ing indifference both to religion in gcneral>. 
afra the diffenting intereft in particular. 
' When a number of perfons confldcr. 
themftlves as, having great interefts in. 
coiTitnon, they will be fond pf appearing 
in. their common and public charadtcr; 
and, indeed, upon other occaftghs,. theif 
common fentinicnts, views, arict. cxpeQ::a- 
tions will be the fubjeft of their common 
converfation. 

It gives me concern to obfervc, that not 
only reU^ivuSy but almoft. all: ferious. dif" 
Courfe, except on fubjefts of wprldly poK* 
cy^ or bufitiefSj i§^ in a manner^^banifheij 
from polite company s^ in fb much th4tJic 
- ' -whole 
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whole conduft of many perfons profefllng 
chriftianity, under the denomination of 
proteftants^ and rational dijfentersy I am 
afraid, might be obfervcd with the utmoft 
attention, for weeks and months togerher, 
without a poflibility of difcovering, from, 
any circumftance (except a few matters o£ 
mere form, which cuftom has not yet aho- 
liflied) whether they made profeflion of 
any religion, or not. Certainly, then, he 
Icaft that can be concluded is, that it is not 
a matter of the firft confequence with 
them. 

Confiderable allowance^ however, muft 
be made for the influence of modefty, or 
rather of a falfe fhame. Many perfons^ 
I am willing to hope, think of religion, are 
influenced by the motives of it, and con- 
fcientioufly pradlice its moll fubftantial du- 
ties, who are feldom heard to talk upon the 
fubjeft. But a juft zeal will break through 
this falfe fhame, which, if it be not injurious 
to a man's felf, is greatly fo to others i who 
will neceffarily conclude that he either be- 
lieves nothing of religion, or that he ha;^ 
very littje value for it, when hedoes not dif^ 
frover it by his converfation; fo that the in- 
i^v^viCtoi quv example i in favour of religion 
is altogether given up by-this condudt. 

Tho 
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The leaft that you can do, mybrethren, 
towards reviving a juft zeal in matters of 
religion, is corifcientioufly to attend public 
worfhip yourfelves, and to fee that your 
children and ferv.ants do the fame along- 
\tith you J unlefs they give you re'afon to 
think that they objeft to your mocie ^f wor-' 
ihip on a pnnciple of confcience. ' Admit, 
therefore, of no excufe, except real ficknefs', ' 
and works of abfolute neceflity, either fof 
ybur own non-attendance, or for theirs. 

•You juftly diftinguifh betw.^en duties 

that are properly of a- mor^l nature, and 

thofe that are in themfelves indifferenty as * 

the obfcrvance of days and times muft be 

acknowledged to be. But, In confequence ' 

of fome perfons over-valuing pofirive in- 

ftitutions, many of you greatly undervalue 

thetn, tathe injury of yourfelves and others. ■ 

In things of acknowledged divine appoint;- . 

TPithty and that are known to have bi?cn ap-; 

pointed for the fake of their fubferviehcy - 

to moral purpofes, as the inftitution of a 

dayofrejty and of the LoriTs fupper^ the 

difference between a regard to them, and to 

th^r-momfity to which they are fubfcrvieht 

is nbt^ ib^very great. So ndarly are- 

th€y df equal obligationi that the? hiati ' 

whofc'rule of iifc is an impartial "hht^i- • 
;.u'../ cnc^ 
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encc to the will of God, will not neglrft 
(he one, but for the fake of the other; and 
the cafes in which a regard to moral virtue 
will really interfere with the ob/ervancc of 
poficive duties, are very few. 

Travelling on Sundays is now become fa 
common, that if many perfons, who call 
themfelvcs chriilians, and rational difTen* 
ters, be taking a journey of a few days, it 
may with certainty be concluded, that the 
rftfy ^frefi will be one of them ; and if it be 
confined to a fingle day, and can poflibly 
be thrown upon that, it is almoft fure to - 
be fo. 

I am no advocate for the very rigorous, 
manner in which many of our anceftors ob* 
fervcd thisday j butcertainly, if we pay apy 
regard to the original defign of the in^tu* 
tion, it fhould be made, as far as po(fibleji . 
a'day of reft for all the creation cf Gc^*. 
We ought therefore confcientioufly to re- 
frain from doing bufmefs ourfelves, or 
making our cattle labour on that day. Be« 
fides, ii there be any propriety in ^tte^idii^. 
upon public wprlhip on the L.ord fS-d§y^ it 
muft be agreeable to reafon,,thac:^.fl)€i|dt 
thqday in a planner ^onfifte^t ^^vpit^j^ha^ 
yjfeof it h aod therefore th2W:^,ijw§ ^ft^itt 
ia^ Ml fjac^ «s'ercifes and 4iYsr$Pl]ts^^« 

would 
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Vould tend to defeat the purpofe of rcligi* 
ous worfhijp, by erafing the effeft of moral 
and religious inftruftioa. 

But whether bufinefs, pleafure, or mef^ 
indolence and indifference be the caufe^ the 
rfftil is manifeft, and is growing every day 
hiore alarming, Confider that the decenc 
and reverent attendance upon public wor- 
Ihip on the Lord's-day, is almoft the only 
means of promoting the knowledge and 
pra6tice of chriftianity among the lower 
ranks of people, who are confined to labour 
all the reft of the week. And how can their 
attendance be effedlually inforced, but by 
the example, influence, and authority of 
their fuperiors? 

The intereft of any particular party or de- 
nomination of chriftians is certainly trifling,^^ 
in comparifon with the greater confiderations 
of religion and morality juft now mention* 
ed ; but if you wi(h well to the diffcnting 
intereft, you fliould confider how much it 
fuffers in confequence of your negleft of 
public worlhip. 

Your minifters are difcouraged by this 
means, and your children and fervants get z 
habit of indifference, or of roving from 
place t:) place j whereby their attachment to 
ilic caufc is continually leflcning. Your re* 

F miflhefsy 
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miffncfs, therefore, in attending public wor- 
Ihip promotes a defertion of the intereft, by 
making the tranfition as eafy to them as pof- 
fiblc. For when things have been in this 
train, to abandon the intereft intircly is 
breaking no cftabliflied cuftom, or confirm- 
ed habit i (o that thofe perfons who have 
been very indifferent to. public wor(bip> can 
have little or no difficulty with refpe& to 
themfelves ; and the thing being done al- 
moft without the notice of others, thediffi* 
culty on that fide is alfo obviated. When 
the change is fo gradual, rt is, at leogtby no 
furprife to any body, to hear that th& who 
attended the diffenting-meeting-houfc but 
feldom, ceafe to attend there at all. Othcrwife, 
the difficulty thatarifes from the force of cuf- 
tom, is fo great, in many cafes, that though 
a man might wifh to change his mod^ pf wof- 
Ihip, he would not chufe to expofe himfclf ' 
td fo much of the notice and cenfure of his 
friends and acquaintance as, by fuch aftep 
in his conduft, he is fenfible that he nccefla- 
rilymuft do. But, by being lefs frequently 
in company with diffenters, their opinion 
and cenfure have lefs welsh t with him. 
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MUST extend this Poftfcript, in order 

to cxprefs my earneft wilhcSj that, iix 

this 
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this agc> in which fo tn^ny diflcnters arb 
Tunning into enthuftafm on one hand, and 
ififidelityon the oiher^ thofe who have at 
heart the -caufc Of truths chriftianity, and re- 
ligious libert)^ would endeavour to draW 
the attention of naankind to thofe fubjeds^ 
and others that are connedked with them. 

There can be no doubt, but that thefe 
great interefts witlbet-akencare of by hnft 
i^ho is conftitufcd shftf^sf over all Unlfg^ to 
thdt churtfb^ agaifift whith ibe g'otts Vj btU 
fifAll not pi^vM', but it appears to me thak 
this end is to bfc accomplilhed by natutd 
Md human tTTea^s, and that the judidbm 
and zealous labourers in t bis vineyard tit hv/C 
few. The Ual friends of the c^afe of retH - 
gfoft 4aftd tlrtUe ought thtrefott, to «tttt 
chetfifd^w^ % «ftd it cannot but ^ft m eft^ 
couragctntnti and raife our geWrOui emufe*- 
tion, CO think that fuccefs \h theit glofiout 
attempts is, to a cettain degree^ i^^llible. 
And what juft it!afon ttill a m^ti ba^ to b^ 
efi^med in tht day tfCbrifi^ who might havfc 
been among the foremtift in Topimrting thil 
cattft> and ytt, through indolence and iftat** 
tention, let others tarry away that palm^ Which 
Will then be tteertied th^ moft h6nburaM^. 

On the other hand, It muft be lckno#*^ 
itdgrd^ ibaf the gteateft care ftofiid ht 

F % takenj 
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"taken, not to injure the bcft of caufes, by m- 
judicious or unfcafonable attempts to fcrve it. 
In this cafe, however, there will be the praifc 
of honed zeal, and good intention. Bcfidcs, 
it muft be a very poor and weak manner of 
^ddrefs indeed, that is calculated to do no 
"good ; and if one were written by an angel 
from heaven, it would offend and difgufl: 
many. Since there is fuch a variety in the 
previous difpofitions and taftes of readers* 
let writers alfo indulge their own natural 
tafte and manner. The man who means 
ivell can hardly fail to inftruft and edify 
fbme, though he mufl: lay his account with 
difplealing, and perhaps injuring* other^i 
and as the calculation of the probability of 
doing the moft good or harm feems to bc» 
in this cafe, too difficult for human com- 
prehenfion, our bell rule is to fow what wc 
apprehend to be good/eed, and leave the iffuc 
to the great Lord of the harvejl ; that is^ 
jftrenucufly to urge whattver appears to us, 
upon mature deliberation, to be favourable 
to truth and virtue, and to leave the confc- 
quences to him who knows them, who is 
interefted in them, and who will attend to 
them 'y fo as to bring good out of all the evil 
that we may inadvertently occafion. J?^ 
usy therefore, con/tder one another ^ to pro^okt 

unf 
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9ntc love and to good worh. Let us exhort 
one another, an^Jo much the more as we fee 
the day approaching. For yet a little wbiley 
and he that Jhall come will come, and will not 
tarry. Heb. x.. 24. 3 5. 37 . 

As to the contempt of the world, I had 
aJmoft iaid, happy are they who have the 
grcateft (hare of it. This, at leaft, is true 
With refpedtoall the unthinking and vicious 
part of it. And there certainly will be cafes, 
to the end of this ftate of trial and difcipline, 
to which ehe following words of our Lord 
will be applicable, ff'o unto you when all 
menJbaUJpeai well of you.X^k'^vV. 26. But . 
bleffed are ye Hjohen men Jhall revile you, and 
perjkute you, and fay all manner of evil 
againftyowfalfely, for my fake. RejoicOj and 
be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven. Matt. v. 11^ la. It will always^ 
I doubt not, be true, in ibme xneafure, thar 
all who would live godly in Chrifi Jefus^ nuft 
fufftr ferfecution. And perfecution unto 
death is by means the only one, or perhaps^ * 
the moft difficult to bear, of all tl^ modes of 
tiial* to which we are expoied. - Of the^ 
number who miake finpwreek of faith and ^ 
good confciente, there are probably but fe** 
who have beea in iheie circumftances. 

Confidor what was obferved by the apof- 

F 3i tic 
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rle Paul, at the firft promulgation oT the 
gcfpcl, viz. that not matty wife men after the 
ftifhy not maty migktyy not many noble iv^re 
called. 1 Cor. i. 26. and that the influence 
oiwealtbjpcwer^ znd fajhion^ is the very fan^e 
at this day, that it was in his time, and will 
probably continue to be fo to the end of the. 
world. It cannot therefore, but be a fufpi-» 
cious circumflance wi h refpedt to truly 
chriftian ientiments, maxims, and condudt^ 
ihai they zrefajhhnable, or that they render 
a man more acceptable to thofe who haVe not 
their converfation in heaveny but who mind* 
earthly (kings only. . 1 do not fay that a po- 
pular religion cannot be a tiue one, but that, 
the man who finds himfelf popular on a re-» 
Hgic us account; I mean popular with thofe. 
perfons whofe intercfts ami profpefts.arcfo-t 
leign to chriftianity; Ihculd fufpeft himfelf> 
^nd carefully re-examine his religious prin- 
ciples, and not purfue them, and a6t upon- 
^hem, but with the gieatefl caution and de- 
liberation. 

It is happy> however, that our religion^ 
does not leave us without confolation^ under 
liiis contempt of the world, which we! incur 
by adhering to it. For befides the affursfnce 
that, if we fuffer with Chrtft^ wefhall alf^ 
reign with him, and beglorifi.ed together ;. ajnd 

m that 
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&at if we overcame the worlds in imitatiofi 
of him whc^has done it before us, we (hall 
fit down with him on bis throne^ as be dlfi 
has overcowfy and is now fat down witb bis 
father on his throne; we can balance our lofs 
of the efteem of the world, with the acqui- 
fitioa of the muqh more valuable love and. 
efteem of our fellow chriftians, of the few 
whofefentiments and views are the fame with 
our own, and whofe countenance .will be. 
more than fufEcient to fupport us under all 
the odium, that we can lie underi, on account 
of the opinions of thofc, whofe judgments 
we defpife. And if a man have but a toler- 
able (hare of comprehenfion, and ftrength. 
of mind, he cannot hefitate what part to 
chufe. He will eafily make light oifuf- 
fering Jbame for the prefent, in a caufe that 
is fureto be crowned with evcrlafting glory 
hcrcaften . 



■ N. B. The principal additions to the 
fecond edition of this ADDRESS .are 
Seftion III. on the manner in which dif- 
fenters ought to fpeak and write concern- 
ing the cjiurchof England} the advices to 
m^ifters concerning the inftruftionof youth, 
aiKithe delivery of fcrmons at the end of 
Sedion I V (v\hich VTcre added at the requell 

of 
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of kn anonymous correfpondent) and diift 
Poftfcript^ 
I beg leave to refer to my Letten^ 

in infwer to feme Remarks on my Pnb- 
Ucothns and on this Addrefs^ for a more 
particular account of the nature of cbriJUan 
idolatry than is given p* 36; and to my View 
of 4bo primipies and conduS of tbeprotefiant- 
aiffmtersy with refpeH to the civil and ocdt^ 
Jiaftical confiitution of England^ for maay 
other patticulars relating to them, not treated 
of hepe. I, alio, cannot help expreffing my 
wiflies that what I hav§obfervedoiitfaeiub-» 
jeftof churtb dijiipline, may be feriouSycoff^ 
lidered by thofe who call themfelves/virjaiia/ 
diffenters ; that, whether any of my propo- 
fais for reformation be approved of, or not, 
fomething, at leaft, may be actempifed^ in 
order to obviate the manifeft inconveni* 
ences which I have pointed out, and :which 
have been long felt aed complained of, by 
ferious and thinking perfons^ in our prefcnt 
ficuation. 
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